































































































FORGING THE TRUTH

period). Remnants of Parhae’s ruling stratum
had established a new state called Chongan-
guk (Chin. Dinganguo EZZE) on the borders
of Koryd and the former Parhae territories (see
Fig. 16).1% Liao influence did not stretch as far
as Koryo during T'aejo’s lifetime, which is why
Liao needed Koryo’s active approval for estab-
lishing a suzerain-vassal relationship. It was
only during the reign of Songjong that Liao
power came to be felt in Koryo, leading to
invasions and Songjong’s recognition of Liao
as Kory0o’s suzerain.''” There was no need,
then, in the tenth century to warn against
Khitan influence.

There is clear evidence that there was con-
siderable trade with Liao from the late tenth
century onwards, to some extent through
embassies, but mainly in the frontier market
established at the border in Poju {1 (TUiju /1) between 1008 and 1010
(see Fig. 17).1"® Liao had conquered the traditionally Chinese region where
metal was worked, and these products were in much demand in Korys. '
Other products that were imported were riding equipment and silk.'?
Khitan customs and products were also spread within Koryd by the large
presence of naturalized Khitan there (all through early Koryo, small groups
of Khitan came to surrender to Koryo in order to live within its borders).'?!
Liao Buddhist knowledge and paraphernalia were much in demand.'#?
Liao influence even stretched into the field of wooden architecture and
construction.'? Koryo, then, had cause to be worried about increasing Liao
influence, not merely militarily, but also commercially and culturally.

For more recent and nuanced research, see,
for example, the excellent studies into relations
between Koryd, Song and Liao of An Pydngu
andKim Yongmi: An Pyongu, “Koryd-wa Song-Ui
sangho inshik-kwa kyosop: 11segi huban-12segi
chonban” [Mutual Perceptions of and Contacts
between Koryo and Song: Late 11th and Early
12th centuries, Yoksa-wa hyonshil 43 (2002):
78-110; Kim Yongmi, “11segi huban-12segi ch’o
Koryd-Yo oegyo kwan'gye-wa pulgyongkyoryu”
[Diplomatic Relations and Exchange of Buddhist
Texts between Koryo and Liao Between the Late
11thand Early 12th centuries], Yoksa-wah yonshil
43 (2002): 47-77. A comprehensive survey of
the historiography of Koryd foreign relations
may be found in Pak Chonggi, “Koryo shidae-ti
tacoe kwan'gye” [Foreign Relations of the Koryo

Period), in Han guksa [History of Korea] 0,
ed. Han'guksa p'yonch’an wiwonhoe (Seoul:
Han'guksa p'yonch'an wiwonhoe, 1994),
pp.221-54. Kory®'s independent attitude in
dealing withthe Song, Liaoand Jinis analyzed
in Okamura Shtjji, “Korai no gaiko shisei to
kokkaishiki” [Koryo's Diplomatic Posture
and its National Consciousness), in Rekishi-
gaku kenkyt [Historical Studies], special ed.
(Tokyo: Chaseishibu kai, 1982), pp.67-77
Okamura  Shiji, “Shisetsu geisetsurei yori
mita Korai no gaiko shisei: juichi, jani seiki
ni okerutai-Chtrkankei no ichimen” [Kory®'s
Diplomatic Posture Seen from Its Rituals for
Foreign Envoys: One Aspect of 11th-12th
Century Sino-Korean Relations] Shikann [His-
torical Views] 110 (1984): 27-42.
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Figure 14
Liao or Khitan officials on a wall
painting. Photographer unknown

104 yj Kibaek, Ch ‘oe Siingno, pp.10-11, 14-15.
According to Ho Chunggwon, as far as Ch'oe
Stingno was concerned, the only blemish on
Traejo’s record as an ideal ruler was that T'aejo
had allowed Khitan customs to enter Koryo,
despite his resolute stance on diplomatic
relations. See Ho Chunggwon, “Koryd ch'ogi
yugyojok chongeli sasang-ti hyongsong
kwajong,” pp.154-5. A similar instance can
be found during Injong’s reign. In 1129, when
the Khitan threat had been replaced with
the Jurchen threat, Injong issued an edict
criticizing the widespread adoption of Khitan
customs. According to the edict, T'aejo had
propagated Sinitic culture and prohibited the
customs of the “Khitan barbarians”. The term
“Khitan” had by now become a generic term
for “northern barbarians™. This interpretation
of T'aejo’s instructions is clearly at odds with
the original text that prohibits the adoption
of Khitan customs and also establishes limits
on the adoption of Sinitic culture. At a time
when the decaying Song dynasty was /over
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Following the Liao conquest of regions at the Song
frontier and the ongoing stabilisation and centralisa-
tion of the Liao state apparatus, Koryd started to feel
the pressure of growing Liao influence. Even after
Songjong’s recognition of the Liao emperor, relations
between Koryd and Liao remained strained. Frequent
border incursions back and forth kept the frontier situ-
ation tense and both sides built fortifications at places
the other side found threatening, refusing to give in. 124
A Koryo envoy to the Song in 999 told the emperor
that “the people in Kory® took Chinese culture as their
example” and that they were “still being pressured by
the Khitan”.'?> Pressure from Liao mounted until the
enthronement of Hyonjong offered them the perfect
causus belli: Mokchong, a vassal of the Liao emperor,
had been murdered. The Liao emperor himself led his
armies into Koryd to find out what had happened and
who was guilty (see Fig. 19).
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Figure 15

The Liao conquest of Parhae in 920.
Map by author

/seen as a friendly country, the Liao empire
had collapsed, and the Jurchen Jin empire was
aggressively demanding Kory®'s subservience,
this reinterpretation of T'aejo’s injunctions is
understandable. See KS 16: 2b--3a.

105 No Myongho, “Kory® chibaech'ting-
0i Parhae yumin-e tachan inshik-kwa
chongchaek”, is the classic treatment of the
way Koryo perceived the Parhae refugees.
106 11 933 Taejo was invested by emperor
Mingzong B5R of the Later Tang % & as king
of Koryo. This was followed by an investiture
with a higher civilian rank of Commander
Unequalled in Honour and Acting Grand
Preceptor (Kaehu itidong samsa komgyot desa
FH IR = B BHCKET) ratherthan Especially
Advanced Grand Guardian ( Titkchin komgyo
taeho FERIEALR by emperor Gaozong
5% of the Later Jin %% in 939 and by the
investiture of Hyejong as king of Koryo in
945. After the downfall of the Later Jin, Koryo
established relations with the LaterZhou in 951,
affirmed in 953 by the investiture of Kwang-
jong as king of Koryo in 933, a subsequent

Palaces, temples, monasteries, libraries and archives were not spared
the wrath of the Liao emperor. In addition, however, while Hyonjong fled

south on his dismal odyssey, the Liao armies defeated Kang Cho’s army
and captured the commander and his second-in-command Yi Hyonun

promotion of investiture rank in 956 and a
rise in the number of enfeoffed households
in 959. See KS 2: 3b--4a; KS 2: 27a.

e Breuker, “Independent Realm”; Breuker,

“When Truth Is Everywhere,” ch.9.

108 vi Chongshin has argued that T'aejo

wanted to set up an alliance with the Later
Jin and attack Liao. $6 Songho argued that
Traejo realized that this plan was not viable
and he wanted to give his generals some-
thing to do, to direct their attention away
from court affairs and from the imminent
succession of crown prince Mu &, the later
Hyejong. In this reading, the camel incident
was a conscious attempt at luring Liao to at-
tack Koryo. Yi argues that T'aejo could not
risk starting a war himself because he was
afraid of the possibility of mutiny from his
battle-weary generals and a rebellion from
his exhausted people. It had only been two
years since T'aejo had unified Koryod and his
attention was desperately needed to make
sure he did notlose the reins of government.
The fact that he had to deal with two coup

attempts by his generals reveals that Taejo was
not in a position to undertake a foreign expedi-
tion, especially not against the powerful Liao.
Yi draws attention to the fact that T'aejo and
his commanding officers were battle-hardened,
which is absolutely true, but the same can be
said ofLiao which was also vigorously expanding
its empire. In summary, it is not plausible that
T'aejo intended to mount a joint attack on Liao
with the Later Jin. See Yi Chongshin, “T"aejo-i
tae-Koran chongch’aek-kwa Koryo kon’guk
inyom-ui hyongsong” [Taejo’s Policy Toward
the Khitan and the Formation of His Ideas on
the Establishment of Koryd), in Yi Chongshin,
Koryo shidae-iti chongeb’i pyondong-gwa taeoe
chongeh aek, pp.9-30. An earlier version of this
article appeared in 2002 in Han guksa yon gu
118(2002): 35-74 underthetitle “Koryo T'aejo-tii
kon'guk inyom-ti hyongsong-gwa kungnae-oe
chongse.” Also see SO Songho, “Koryo T'aejodae
tae-Koran chongchaek,” p.30.

199 Lioshi TS Ihereafter LS12: 6b; 15 115:1a.
Ly [S3:12a; L54:3a; LS115: 1a. Thereare several

theories by Korean historians discrediting /over



Z=3%% alive. Liao had a long-standing tradition of
transforming able enemy commanders into Liao
commanders and, to the detriment of Kory®, this
had already happened several times.
case, also, the Liao emperor was more interested
in turning Kang Cho than in executing him for the

murder of Mokchong;
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In this

The Khitan emperor loosened Kang Cho’s bonds
and asked him: “Will you become my servant?”
Kang Cho answered: “I am a native of Koryo
(Koryoin & 8 A, how could I become your serv-
ant?” The emperor asked again, but the answer
was the same. He then had flesh cut from Kang’s
body with a sword, but when he asked again,
the answer was still the same. However, when
the emperor asked Yi Hyonun, he answered:
“Now that [ have seen the bright new sun and
moon with my own two eyes, how could I per-
sist to think of the old streams and mountains?”
Kang Cho was enraged when he heard this and
kicked Hyonun with his feet, saying: “You are a
native of Kory®, how can you say that?” In the
end, the Khitan killed Kang Cho.'%’
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Figure 16

Chongan-guk and the situation after the Liao conquest of

/these statementsinthe Liagoshi, none of which
appear in the Standard Koryo History.
This in itself is not remarkable. Given the
destruction of many historical materials
dating from early Koryo, significant omis-
sions must be expected in the entries of the
StandardKoryoHistory. Continued relations
between Koryo and Liao, however, strongly
imply that the fourth injunction is suspect
in its overt hated of the Khitan. In order to
remedy this, theories have been proposed
ranging from intentional forgery on the
part of the compilers of the Ligoshi, a case
of mistaken identity (where Later Paekche,
T'aebong or Small Koguryo /]\& &) EEE
were intended) or simply scribal error. None
of these theories, however, addresses the
question of why these entries should be
suspect; historians, after all, happily use
Chinese texts to supplement Kory® sources.
For a treatment of the different theories, see
Song Kiho, “Parhae mydlmanggi-ui tacoe
kwan’gye: Koran, Husamgug-ti kwan’gye-
riil chungshim-tro” [Foreign Relations dur-
ing the Period of Parhae’s Destruction: On

the Relations with the Khitan and the Later
Three Kingdoms], Han guk saron 17 (1987):
47-97, at pp.8-10.

it Taejo explained in a letter sent to the Later

JinemperorthatKoryo and Parhae were related
to each other by marriage. See Zizhi tongjian
[Comprehensive Mirror for Aid in Government]
285: 9298.

12 Myongho, “Koryo chibaech’ting-ti Parhae

yumin-e tachan inshik,” pp.147-87.

13 Kim Kaptong has argued that the foundation
of the Kaet'ae-sa on Later Paekche territory can
partly be explained by T'aejo’s ardent wish to
destroy the Khitan. According to Kim, this is
clear from the prayer text T'aejo himself wrote
forthe dedication ceremony of the temple. Kim's
translation of the relevant passage, though, is
somewhat misleading. His translation refers
to “Khitan”, while the original text simply
says “evil people” and the context makes it
clear that Taejo is referring to the soldiers of
Later Packche, mentioned in the preceding
sentence. Furthermore, it is not, as Kim sug-
gests, an oath by Taejo to cleanse the country

Parhae in 926. Map by author

from the Khitan (who were nowhere near
Kory® at this time), but rather a reference to
an oath he had pledged earlier to rescue the
people from the evil soldiers of Later Paekche,
which he had just done. This interpretation is
supported by the words of Taejo recorded
in Supplementary Jottings in Idleness (Pohan
chip ## %) where he clearly links his victory
over Later Paekche, the establishment of the
Kaetae-sa and the elimination of the evil rebels
mentioned in the prayer text. See Pohan chip
1: 1b=2a (translation in Peter Lee, Sourcebook,
p.433; Shinjiing tongguk yoji stingnam [New
andExspandedKoreanGeographical Diction-
ary] 18: 16a-b; Kim Kaptong, “Wang Kon-i
‘hunyo shipcho’ chaehaesok,” p.239.
4 Eor a comprehensive history of the Liao
dynasty, see Dennis Twitchett and Klaus Peter
Tietze, “The Liao,” in The Cambridge His-
tory of China: Volume 6, Alien Regimes and
Border States, 987-1368, ed. Herbert Franke
and Dennis Twitchett (Cambridge: Cam-
bridge University Press, 1994), pp.43-153.
Korean historical studies never mention that
although Liao conquered Parhae in 926,/over
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Figure 17

Tenth-century wooden Liao Buddha.
Photographer unknown

/they did not occupy it and opted instead
for the establishment of a semi-dependent
protectorate, which preservedParhae’s reign
names. At the end of T'aejo’s reign, Liao
was busy consolidating their expanding
empire. In 942, relations with the Later Jin
deteriorated to the point of open warfare.
The fighting lasted for more than three years
and although the Khitan armies triumphed
in the end, their victory was not achieved
without major Liao defeats. The Khitan then
invaded far into Later Jin territory, paying a
high price for such an ill-advised plan to enter
unknown territory witha hostile population.
Liao had little real interest in Kory® until the
980s. The Later Jin proved to be a worthy
opponent and so did the Tangut empire
and the various tribes Liao encountered.
The most authoritative study on Liao (by
Twitchett and Tietze) concludes that, “the
Chitin’s relations with Korea until the 980s
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This is the conclusion of Kang Cho'’s biography in the section of
the Standard Koryd History reserved for traitors. As the man who
had ordered the killing of Mokchong, the placement of Kang Cho in
this section is no more than would be expected, but the indignation
and outrage one would expect to hear from its editors is absent. In
general, the biography is clearly sympathetic to Kang Cho; had it not
been for the unfortunate murder of Mokchong, he would have been
given a place of honour in the Standard Koryo History. Yi Chehyon’s
commentary at the end of Mokchong’s annals also refuses to judge
Kang Cho harshly and instead focuses on Mokchong’s unsuitability
as a ruler and the disastrous consequences this almost had for the
dynasty. In his evaluation of Hyonjong, Ch'oe Ch’'ung even praises
Kang Cho, without naming him, essentially for rescuing the dynasty
by eliminating the Dowager Honae, deposing Mokchong and install-
ing Hy(“)njong.128

After Hyonjong’s ascension Kang Cho was rewarded with a posi-
tion close to the centre of power but not long after, as we have seen,
he was captured and executed. The way his death is described in the
Standard Koryo History, though, depicts him as a warrior of supreme
loyalty who suffered abuse at the hands of the Liao but, perhaps
more importantly in the context of the fourth injunction, as a native
of Koryo, different from either a Chinese or a Khitan.'?” A similar
example is furnished by Ha Kongjin y#t/%, a subordinate of Kang
Cho. In contrast with Kang, his record is spotless because he was
not involved in Mokchong’s death. According to his biography Ha

had been of minor importance™. Far from
preparing an invasion of Koryo, then, Liao
had its hands full with the Later Jin during
the 930s and 940s. It was not until the reign
of Songjong that Liao directed its attention
to Koryo. See Twitchett and Tietze, “The
Liao,” p.66, pp.72-5, p.100.

1 According to Yi Chongshin, the fact that

Kory® and Liao did not share a border at the
time is an indication that the Liao presence
frustrated Taejo’s expansionist policies to
the north. However, in the light of available
sources, the lack of boundary disputes and
theabsence of asharedbordershould rather
be seen as evidence that neither country had
concrete and immediate plans to invade the
other. Yi sees T'aejo’s distrust of the Khitan,
the emphasis on the Western Capital in the
fifth injunction, and the emphasis on strong
borders in the ninth injunction as part of
the same ambition to reconquer Koguryd’s

territory. Despite the attractive coherence of
Yi's reasoning, there is no evidence to dem-
onstrate that T'aejo’s statements with regard
to a northern expedition were anything but
rhetoric. T’acjo never went beyond the Yalu
and Tumen rivers in his expansion of Koryo
territory in the north, nor did he show any
signs that he was inclined to do so. Hugh
Kang persuasively suggests that the Western
Capital had developed into a powerbase for
disgruntled nobles of Shilla origin during T"aejo’s
reign. These resettled nobles were pushing for
a northwestern expansion, while T’aejo strove
to prevent the Western Capital from gaining too
much power and influence. See Yi Chongshin,
“Taejo-Ui tae-Koran chongeh'aek,” pp.27-31;
H.W. Kang, “The First Succession Struggle of
Koryo, in 945: A Reinterpretation,” The Journal
of Asian Studies 36 (1977): 411-28.

B Chongan-guk was conquered by Liao prob-

ably somewhere during the two last decades
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pretended to have surrendered when Liao held him captive.!*® He tried
to escape, but failed and was killed when he refused to swear loyalty to
the Liao emperor (and did so in increasingly foul language). Supposedly,
Khitan soldiers then ate his heart and liver.!?! Kang may have died as a
hero but his past was tarnished. Ha, on the other hand, had fought the
invaders valiantly and died a hero’s death, while he could have chosen to
become a Liao general:

This time Ha answered the Khitan emperor sincerely: “I cannot have two
minds about my fatherland. Even if I have to die ten thousand deaths, I
do not wish to live to serve your dominant country (sadae £ ML

Ha’s descendants received high appointments and privileged treat-
ment; as late as the twelfth century his great-great-grandson was given a
promotion on the basis of his forefather’s merit.'** The honours that befell
Ha were also bestowed on S6 Huii #REE, the successful negotiator of the
993 peaceful settlement with Liao, and on Kang Kamchan ZH#, the
general who had inflicted a disastrous defeat on Liao troops in 1018.134
No other meritorious subjects were honoured as frequently and as long as
those who fought against the Khitan.

With regard to the fourth injunction, it should be noted that in 983 Yi
Chibaek #1H (fl. late tenth century) had already submitted a2 memorial
to Songjong, in which he protested against the ruler’s sinophile policies
and urgently advised him to rely on Kory®’s native traditions to defeat the
Khitan threat. Yi Chibaek’s advice was not heeded at that time, but his
ideas seem to figure prominently in the injunctions:

of the tenth century. This is thought to have 121 song envoy Xu Jing remarked in his
happened either just after 985 or just after 991.
For a discussion, see Yi Kibaek, Ch'oe Stingno,
pp.11-12.

117

Hlustrated Account of Koryo (Gaoli tujing &
B8 £%) that there were tens of thousands of
Khitan within Koryd's border, a large number
of whomwereemployedin the metal working
trade. See Gaoli tu jing 19.

Agooddiscussion of early Koryo-Liaorelations
is Ku Sanu, “Koryo Songjongdae tacoe kwan'gye-
Ui chon'gae-wa ki chongeh'ijok songkyok” [The
Development and Political Character of Foreign
Relations during the Reign of Koryo Songjong],
Han’guksa yon'gu 78 (1992): 35-67.

118

122 Kim Yongmi, *KorydYo oegyo kwan'gye”.

125 Kim Tonguk, “Koryo shidae mokcho
konch'ug-ti tacoe kyosop” [Foreign Contacts
in Koryo Period Wood Architecturel, in Koryd

An Kwisuk, “Koryo shidae ktimsok kongye- i i 1000 kyosop, pp.270-71.

Ui tae-Jung kyosop” [Chinese Contacts in Koryo
Arts and Crafts], in Korya misur-iii taeoe kyosop
[Foreign Contacts and Koryo Fine Arts], ed.
Han’guk misulsa hakhoe (Seoul: Yegyong,
2004), pp.156-58. 126

24 Twitchett and Tietze, “The Liao,” pp.100-4,
111-12.

125 K5 3: 32b-33a.

Some frontier commanders were over-
19 An Kwisuk, *Koryd shidae ktimsok kongye,”
p.155.

120

whelmed by Liaoforces and surrendered; this
had a devastating effect on morale as well as
on Koryd's military strength. See KS94: 21a-b
for a particularly poignant example.

An Kwisuk, “Koryo shidae kiimsok kongye,”
p.157.

33

127 ks127. 102; the same story isalso recorded

in the Essentials of Koryd History. See KSC
3 Sh-ba.

128 Kks'5: 16a-h.

129 Kang’s father, who remains unnamed,
made great efforts to get the message that
Mokchong was in danger delivered to his
son, finally hiding it in the hollow walking
stick of one of his slaves. Kim ClViyang’s
men were everywhere, but the slave passed
them safely and delivered the message to
Kang. This version of how Kang came to
be involved in the messy transfer of power
underscores the basic loyalty (and almost
stereotypical naiveté) of the faithful warrior.
See KS 127 7a-b.

130 here is some doubt whether he pretended
to defect, or really did and later changed his
mind, a question that cannot be resolved with
the available sources. Whicheverwasthe case,
the fact that, on the flight south, Hyonjong
was afraid that Ha was after him reveals the
reality of the danger posed by defectors
to the Khitan.

L This i probably a late embellishment of

the original. Stories about Khitan cannibalism
were part of the demonization of their soldiers
during their wars against Koryo and the Song.
Liao sources attestto the fact that cannibalism
only occurred in times of extreme famine,
as it did in Kory® and the Song. See Karl A.
Wittfogel and Féng Chia-séng, Historyof Chi-
nese Society: Liao (987-1125) (Philadelphia:
The American Philosophical Society, 1949),
pp-381, 3906, 425 and n.560-70.

132 K§ 94; 28a-30a. The same story & also
recorded in the Essentials of Koryo History,
see KSC 3 18ab.

133 Ha Kongjin was honoured by Hyonjong

for his loyalty to the country. See KSC 3:
49b. Munjong bestowed a high rank on his
son in honour of his father's exploits and,
later, received posthumous promotions. His
loyalty and valour at the frontier was even
mentioned in a letter to Liao in 1088. In his
first year on the throne Sukchong secured
protected appointments for a descendant
of Ha Kongjin and Yejong promoted Ha's
great-great-grandson See KS 75: 29h-30b;
KS 75 29b-30a; KS13: 15a-h.

134 . p
3 After glorious careers with numerous hon-

ours and accolades, both S0 and Kang/over
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/received many posthumous tributes. They
were officially honoured as late as the reign
of Chlungson-wang EEE (r. 1298 and
1308-1313). See KS84: 23h. Along with these
two heroes, Yang Kyu 58, the fortress
commander who had refused to surrender
his fortress to the Liao army carrying a forged
letter from Kang Cho was also mentioned.

135 T'his Khitan general is customarily referred

to in Koryd sources by his style Xunning
#E, although his proper name was Xiao
Hengde #FiE{&E

136 KSC 2 51a-b; KS 94: 3a-b. Translation
with slight adaptations from Peter Lee,
Sourcebook, p.430.

137 An Pyongu, “Koryd-wa Song-ti sangho
inshik-kwa kyosop™.

L8 During the eleventh century, the term
was used to designate “barbarians”; see for
instance KS9: 23b where Munjong acknowl-
edges Jurchen to be identical to “birds and
beasts”, but nonetheless also possessing a
sense of filial piety. Itis used as a synonym
for the expression “wild animals with hu-
man faces”.

139 k595, 19b-20a; KSC4: 20a. Hwang’s com-
ments were in line with the traditional opin-
ions about the legal governing of multi-ethnic
states. Both the Liao and the Jin empires ap-
plied this principle of ius sanguinis. Hwang's
use of the legal term hwaoein suggests that
he was cognizant of Liao legal practices.
See Twitchett and Tietze, “The Liao,” pp.93.
Hwangheld the minority opinion in 1034, but
during the reign of Hydnjong, the expression
“savage beasts with human faces” was used
to refer to Jurchen and other barbarians with
some frequency. See for instance KSC3: 544,
and KSC'4:30b. In both cases the references
are extremely negative; the second one even
proposes the extermination of Jurchen who
were considered bothersome.

140 Kim Yongmi, “Koryo-Yo oegyo
kwan’'gye”.

1 o Mokchong's edict, see KS 79:
10a-11a.

192 4699. 124,
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Since our august ancestor’s establishment of the dynasty, we have pre-
served our sovereignty to this day. Now, without a single loyal official
voicing objection, we rashly want to surrender land to the enemy. s this
not lamentable indeed? The ancients had a poem:

A vast territory is disposed of in a casual manner,

The civil and military officials of the two courts reproached Jiao
Zhou

Jiao Zhou was a great minister of Shu #&j in China who urged his young
ruler to give up land to Wei £, thus becoming the joke of eternity . I pro-
pose that we bribe Xiao Xunning ## %> with gold, silver, and other
treasures to discover his real intentions. And rather than rashly cutting off
land and handing it over to appease an enemy, is it not better to renew
practice of the Lantern Festival, the Assembly of the Eight Prohibitions,
and the Immortal Lad II#F to elicit spiritual protection, as was done
under our former kings? Is this not a better way to preserve the state and
achieve peace than to resort to the strange practices of others? If we are
to do this, we ought first to report to our deities. As to whether there is
war or peace, Your Majesty alone should decide. '3

The validity of Yi Chibaek’s recommendations was acknowledged by
Songjong, who nonetheless persisted in his Chinese ways. If the injunctions
are from Hyonjong's reign, the ideas expressed in them were not new,
but drew upon existing concepts and sentiments among the Kory® literati.
During Hyonjong's reign, pressure from Liao crystallized these beliefs
into a more coherent form and gave an impetus to the formation of a
distinctive Koryo identity, different from both the Khitan and China.’?” Liao
pressure had transformed into destructive invasion, the influence of Khitan
practices were noticeable everywhere, and Koryd frontier commanders
had defected. In response, it was at this time that anti-Khitanism reached
its apogee: the use of insulting terms to describe the Khitan in the fourth
injunction (kimsujiguk &8 .2 or a “state of birds and wild animals”)
also places its composition in Hyénjong’s reign.l58 Interestingly, Hwang
Churyang, the historian who had compiled the Veritable Records under
the supervision of Chvoe Hang, used a very similar expression to describe

Jurchen who had become embroiled in a legal dispute:

This bunch may have submitted to us and become our vassals, but they
are still wild animals with human faces (inmyon sushim ANTHELL), unfa-
miliar with civilized customs and not fit to be tried by civilized law.
According to the codex, non-acculturated foreigners (hwaoein {E7+ A )
must be judged according to their own laws if the crime has been com-
mitted against a person of the same race.??

Hwang made these harsh comments in 1034 at a time when, despite
the ever-threatening frontier presence of Liao, anti-Khitan feelings had
abated and cultural exchange and trade with Liao was flourishing, and his
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counsel was ignored.140 Hwang served Tokchong and Chong-
jong, but his political ideas firmly belonged in the period that
Hyonjong ruled Koryd. He had assisted Hyonjong from the
beginning of his reign, working as a historian, a bureaucrat and
a policy maker—and as a forger, as [ shall argue later. Like Ch’oe
Hang, Hwang had been intimately involved in the battle for Hyo-
njong’s legitimacy. Having endured the calamitous Liao invasions
and the destruction of the capital, Hwang loathed Liao, even
when generations of younger Koryo literati came to appreciate
their impressive cultural and religious achievements. The fact
that Hwang’s biography in the Standard Koryo History largely
consists of his vehement attack on the application of the law of
the land to the Jurchen, and mentions so little of his other activi-
ties, reveals that he was probably identified as a representative
of anti-foreign sentiment.

Hwang’s plea to keep non-acculturated foreigners such as
Jurchen and Khitan strictly separate from natives of Koryo was
lost on younger literati, although the rhetoric was still power-
ful. As late as 1105, in his attempts to prevent the further use
of money, Yejong had to battle against officials who appealed
to what they believed was T’aejo’s prohibition of reliance on

Tang and Liao customs. Mokchong, too, had tried to abolish

Kory®’s monetary system in 1002 by encouraging the use of barter but, Figure 18
importantly, he did not appeal to T’aejo’s injunctions.141 Yet, a century Tenth-century wooden Liao
later, officials gratefully used the fourth injunction to oppose Yejong's Buddhist guardian deity.
monetary policies. Yejong’s edict reads as follows: Photographer unknown

The monetary law was aimed by former rulers at enriching the
country and making the people comfortable. My father did not
intend to increase property and capital, especially not now that
the Great Liao have started to use money! If a law is proclaimed,
slander and abuse of it will follow automatically. That is why it
is said that the people cannot understand something that has just
been started. However, unexpectedly, many officials are boycott-
ing the use of money, using T’aejo’s injunction not to copy Tang
and Khitan customs as a pretext. But [T’aejo’s] proscription actually
aimed at nothing but decadent customs. If we were to do away
with Chinese civilization and institutions, what then? o

The first part of the fourth injunction had prohibited the slavish
imitation of Tang customs. Like the first three injunctions, this does
not fit easily into the context of T’aejo’s reign when cultural contacts
with Chinese dynasties were at a relatively low level. This dramatically
changed during the reign of Kwangjong, whose love of Sinitic culture
prompted Ch’oe Stingno, an admirer of Chinese ways himself, to write
the following evaluation in his On Current Affairs:
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= YiKibaek, Ch'oeStingno, p.55, p.60. Inhis
Appraisal of the Political Achievements of the
Five Reigns, Choe criticized Kwangjong di-
rectly. See Yi Kibaek, Ch'oe Stingno, p.71.
4 gy Sanu, “Koryd Songjongdae taeoe
kwan'gye-tii chon’gae-wa ki chongch'ijok
songkyok”.

M5 yi Kibaek, Ch oe Siingno, p.32. Far from
blaming T aejo, Chvoe Stingno acknowledged
that this was to be expected in a dynasty that
had only just been established.

146 6 2. 15116 This is the text of the

original injunction: A A, ¥ Z@LIIE
fh, DR RE. PR, XERIE, RRBH
ZIRA, REERZH, EEmMKE, B8
HH DEZE

M7 Ha Hyongang, “Koryd Sogyongko” [Some
Thoughts on the Korydo Western Capitall,
Yokse hakpo{Historical Journal] 35-36 (1967):
139-74

148 According to the Standard Koryo History

and the Essentials of Koryo History, T aejo
visited the Western Capital in 921 (KS 1: 16a),
922 (KS 1: 16b; KSC 1: 18b), 925 (KS 1: 17b;
KSC1:19b), 926 (KS 1: 19b; KSC'1: 21a), 929
(KS 1: 26a; KSC1: 27b), twice in 930 (KS 1:
27a; KSC 1: 29b; KSC 1: 30a), 931 (KSC 1:
30b), 932 (KS 2: 2), 934 (KS 2: Gay KSC 1:
34a) and 9335 (KS 2: 8b; KSC'1: 37a)
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It is impossible not to adhere to the ways of China, but since the
customs of all regions throughout our country follow their own char-
acteristics, it is difficult to change them all. Our vulgar ways must be
corrected according to Chinese rules with regard to the teaching of
the rites and music, poetry and literature and with regard to the moral
principles between ruler and minister, and father and son. However,
with regard to such things as transport and clothing, we can adhere
to our local customs and reach a balance between luxury and thrift.
There is no need to make everything similar to China.!®?

The same criticism applied to the reign of Songjong whose rever-
ence of China, deemed to be excessive by many, was the primary
target of criticism of Yi Chibaek’s memorial.'** This was in marked
contrast with the situation during T’aejo’s reign when according to
Chroe Stingno the influence of Sinitic civilization was insufficient: the
ancestral shrines and the altar for the gods of the land had not yet
been established, while the rites and music, and literature and culture
were still underdeveloped.145 There was little reason for T'aejo and his
immediate successors, then, to react against Sinitic influence.

In summary, it is unlikely that the fourth injunction was composed
during T’aejo’s reign. It is, however, much more likely that it derives
from Hyonjong's and was written in response to continuous Liao pres-
sure, the Khitan invasions, the role of the Liao in Hyonjong's quest for
legitimacy, and the realization that Song China was not a reliable ally.
In this context, the development of the formation of a sense of being
“of and from Kory®” in the fourth injunction (different from both Liao
and Song) is entirely understandable. This same idea of a distinct Koryo
identity can be detected in the biographies of military commanders
who distinguished themselves in the wars with Liao. These biographies
were compiled during the early years of Hyonjong’s reign, concerned
people intimately connected to his ascension to the throne, and were
compiled by his most loyal ministers. All available evidence, therefore,
points to Hyonjong and his advisers as the persons responsible for the
articulation of a distinct Koryo identity in the Standard Koryd History
biographies, in contemporary policies and in the fourth injunction.

Number Five

The fifth injunction is often quoted to underline the importance T’aejo
attached to Pyongyang FFi#, the Western Capital (Sogyong FEH). It reads:

Fifth injunction: I relied on the mysterious assistance of the mountains
and streams of the Three Han to bring the great enterprise to completion.
In the Western Capital the aquatic force is balanced and smoothly flowing
and is the root of the terrestrial arteries of our country. It is the place of
the great dynastic undertaking for ten thousand generations. Royal visits
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The Liao invasion of 1010. The Liao invasion of 1010-1011 left Figure 20
Kaegyéng in ashes. Map by author Liao warrior depicted on a wall painting.

Photographer unknown

to the Western Capital should be made four times a year in the second,
fifth, eighth, and eleventh months and the ruler should reside there for
more than one hundred days per year. By this means, peace and prosper-
ity will be secured. ¢

T'aejo was known to have expressed interest in the rebuilding of the
Western Capital, which had fallen into ruin during the struggle for suprem-
acy over the peninsula.M7 He took an active interest in repopulating the
desolate city and went there at least ten times. !4 During the early years
of the dynasty, it was also important as a strategic place from which the
northern frontier could be guarded, thus the attention T'aejo bestowed
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Q . .
199 The Western Capital functioned as the

central defensive location in the case of a
northern invasion. Liao never managed to cap-
ture the city. During the invasion of 992-993,
the Western Capital was the rallying point of
Koryd's defence. During the invasionsof 1011
and 1018, again P'yongyang played a crucial
role in the defence of Koryo. Although the
capital ofKaegyong was captured and sacked,
P’ydngyang was not.

150 i Chongshin, “T’aejo-lii tae-Goran
chongchraek,” pp.27-31.

Pl ks 2: 2a-b; KSC1: 31ab,

192 ksc 1. 31h.

Le) Chongjong had been able to ascend the
throne with the backing of Wang Shingnyom
FAHE -949) and his powerful Sogyong-
based faction. Chongjong's championing of
Sogyong was a way of rewarding the people
whohad supported him. Fora good discussion
of Sogyong and its powerful lineages, see Kang
Ogyop, “Yoch'o Sogyong kyongyong-gwa
Sogyong se'ryok-Tii ch'ui” {The Administra-
tion of the Western Capital in Early Koryo
and Changes in the Power Structure of the
Western Capitall Tongdae sabak [Tongguk
Unversity Historcial Journall 1 (1995): 3-27,
also see Kang Ogyop, “Koryd Sogyong-Ui
p'ungsuiirijok koch'al” p.93. This last study
looks at the history of the Western Capital
from a geomantic point of view.

1% k§ 3 17a-18b. This edict explains the
importance of the Western Capital in terms
of regional balance, religious significance and
strategic location.

155 K3 32 KSC2: 60a.

150 rpese appointments are the only ones that
can be confirmed. See KS4: 10b; KS4: 14b; KS
4: 17a; KS 4: 22b; KS 4: 26b; KS 4: 38a; KS 5:
1b; K§5: 13b; KSC 3: 17a; KSC 3: 17h: KSC 3:
22a; KSC 3: 24a; KSC 3: 29a; KSC 3: 33a; KSC
3: 43h; KSC 3: 55b=56a; KSC 3: 56b.

= Kang Ogyop, “Koryo shidae-ti Sogyong
chedo,” p.112.

158 Chioe Pyonghon, “Hyonhwa-sa,” p.239;
Yi Hyeok, “Koryo chiogi Sogyong serydg-¢
tachan il kochal” [Some Thoughts on the
Powerful Factions in the Western Capital in
Early Koryol Han gukhakpo26(1982): 105-32,
atp.106; No Myongho, “Yi Chagyom ilp'a-wa
Han Anin ilp'a-tii chok seryok: Koryo chunggi
chvinjok-tar-tii chongel'i seryokhwa /over
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on P'yongyang was based on more than geomancy.lz‘() However, despite
considering declaring it his new capital, T’aejo never did as, apparently,
he did not want it to compete with Kaesong.' An entry in the Standard
Koryo History from 932 shows his ambiguous feelings in this regard:

[ have recently restored the Western Capital and moved people there to
fill [its streets). I relied on its terrestrial force to pacify the Three Han, so
I wanted to establish my capital there. But now, hens have transtormed
into roosters in the houses of the people and a strong wind has made
government buildings collapse. I wonder what kind of calamities can be

more serious than this.'>!

The same characteristics that had given the Western Capital its privi-
leged position, now worked against it. The extraordinary events that took
place there made a convenient excuse for abandoning the proposed move
of the capital. There are several reasons why T'aejo decided that a move to
the Western Capital would not be advantageous. At this stage, he was still
little more than a primus inter pares and a move north would mean that
he was further away from the majority of powerful families, most of whom
resided south of Kaesong. In addition, his ministers had also expressed
concern about the increased burden of corvée labour the people would be
forced to bear.'>® Accordingly, neither T'aejo nor his successors Hyejong
and Chongjong moved the capital to Sogyong. Chongjong seems to have
tried but he came up against the resistance of the Kaegyong population
who refused to be moved.!>? It was only during the reign of Songjong that
P’yongyang’s role started to become more pronounced. In an edict issued
in 990, Songjong publicly acknowledged the importance of the Western
Capital for the longevity and the success of the dynasty.'>* Mokchong,
too, valued the Western Capital renaming it Hogyong $85% in a conscious
attempt to borrow the splendour and brilliance of the classical Zhou [F
capital of the same name.'>

The military importance of the Western Capital also indicates that even
if this injunction does date from T’aejo’s reign, it was consciously upheld
during later reigns and in particular under Hyonjong. The Western Capital
never lost its strategic importance and Koryd’s most capable and trustwor-
thy military commanders customarily served there. As a consequence, the
military commander of Pydongyang wielded considerable domestic influ-
ence. Kang Cho was Chief Military Inspector of the Western Capital §
AR when Mokchong's ministers called on his aid to oppose the
schemes of Kim Ch'iyang and the Dowager Honae. That he was immedi-
ately able to raise five thousand armoured soldiers and march upon the
capital indicates the military strength and readiness of its garrison. It is
understandable, then, that during Hyonjong’s reign only his most trust-
worthy ministers were put in charge of the Western Capital: Ch'oe Sawi &
4:%{ in 1011, Yu Bang 177 in the same year, Chang Yong &% in 1013,
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Kim Shimon 3 & in 1014, Yi Chuhon 2 [f7 in 1016, Kang Kamch'an in
1018, Ch'ae Ch'ungsun in 1022, Yi Kong 2% in 1023 and Yi Tan 25 in
1029. Ch'ae Ch'ungsun was appointed again in 1030, only to be replaced
by Han Cho ##F in the same year.">® Besides the importance of the gar-
rison of the Western Capital, some of Hyonjong'’s closest advisers came
from the area around P'yongyang, as did some of his wives.!>” His reign
also recorded the greatest number of newly created administrative offices
in the Western Capital,1>® and extensive construction activities were under-
taken, both to strengthen the city fortifications and to enhance its prestige
for the state.'> There are also indications that Hydnjong was strenuous in
his support of the veneration of T’aejo in the Western Capital in order to

identify it with his grandfather.'®"

The strategic value of the Western Capital can hardly be overestimated
considering the ever present danger of a Liao invasion. The cavalry often
deployed from it and more than once, battles fought nearby turned out
to be decisive.'®! However, it was not just for the quelling of external
threats that the Western Capital was important; the possibility of rebellion
emanating from there was always present. Thus, its inclusion and partici-
pation in Koryd politics was absolutely necessary.'®? A strong, and strictly
controlled, Western Capital was a prerequisite for the safety of the state;
securing peace and prosperity by sojourning there, referred to in the fifth
injunction, is, therefore, completely understandable.

The Western Capital functioned as a counterbalance for Kory®'s
supreme capital of Kaegyong. It not only did so militarily and politically,
but also geomantically. Although Toson’s association with the Kory® royal
family may only date from Hyonjong’s reign, the importance attached to
geomancy dates from much earlier.'® With Wang Kon's rise as the most
powerful warlord on the peninsula, it was acknowledged that Kaegyong
was weak geomar1ticz:llly.1()4 This weakness needed to be “remedied” by
installing P’yongyang as the country’s Western Capital in order to gain the
power of its water virtue (sud ok 7K%) to replenish that of Kaegyong. Later
in the dynasty, the Southern Capital F& (present-day Seoul) was also
established to make use of its wood virtue (moktok 71(%).1(’3 The Western
Capital was almost perfect geomantically. Behind it, and to the sides, it was
protected by high mountain ranges that joined the Paektu FHH mountain
range. In front, the Taedong River K[FEVL flowed, embracing a wide plain.
P’yongyang was, then, almost impregnable and its history in ancient and
medieval times shows that successive rulers and dynasties recognized the
virtues of its location.

Geomancy went through a revival during the reigns of Mokchong and
Hyonjong, after losing much of its influence under Songjong. However,
while Hyonjong in particular paid great attention to the art of reading the
landscape, it is impossible to conclude decisively that the fifth injunction
was written during his reign. Its concerns fit comfortably with the political
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Figure 21
The fifth injunction.
From: Standard Koryé History

/yangta’e” [(Blood) relations and the Factions
of Yi Cha’gyom and Han Anin: The Political
Empowerment of Bloodrelations in Middle
Koryo] (PhD diss,, Seoul National University,
1988), p.134: Kang Ogyop, “Koryo shidae-tii
Sogyong chedo” [The System of the Western
Capital in Koryd] Kuksagwan nonch’ong 92
(2000): 93-118, at p.95.

159 According to the epitaph in honour of
Ch'oe Sawi, he supervised the construction of
a monastery complex called Sach'onwang-sa
Temple [0XEF and the Changnak-kung
palace =448 whichaccommodatedaportraitof
Taejo. Ch'oe was afamousbuilder; he had also
supervised the construction of the /ovir
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/Hyonhwa-sa, the Ponglin-sa and the royal
ancestralshrines, amongmany other buildings.
See Ch'oeSawimyojimyongin KMC20:10--14.
It seems that Ch'oe was appointed in the
Western Capital because of his building skills.
After his appointment as SOgyong's governor,
he started building extensive fortifications

around the city. See KS4: 10b.

160 e had a palace built for the portrait of

Taejo and ordered special celebrations of
the dynasty’s founder in the Western Capital,
See KSC 3: 31a; KS4: 10b. In 1018 Hyonjong
sentenvoysto the Western Capital to perform
memorial rites in front of the recently restored
and enlarged portrait and statue of T'aejo in the
Songyong-ion Hall B4 5L See KS 4 25a.
1 According to the Standard Koryd History, a
divine whirlwind came to the aid of the Western
Capital whenthe Liao armies besieged the city
inearly 1011. The whirlwind originated in the
shrine dedicated toP'yongyang's native spirits
andkilled many Khitan soldiers. See K§4:0a-b.
The Standard Koryo History also records the
posthumous promotion of Buddhist monk
PSbon, who had died while defending the
Western Capital against Liao. In defending the
Western Capital, he had “given his life while
rescuing the state”. See KS 4 9h; KS 94: 22b;
KSC 3: 7h-8a. Although the Liao armies had
beatenthe Koryo armies, the Western Capital
held out, which inthe end made the difference
between surrender or continued resistance
against the Khitan.

162 e powerful families from the region
around P'yongyang wielded considerable
influence in the capital. These lineages tried
to maintain as much independence as pos-
sible during the Koryo dynasty, which made
the Western Capital a place of frequent at-
tempted rebellion. They were strengthened
in their (relative) independence by the fact
that P'yongyang possessed a history that
was infinitely richer than that of Kaegyong,
not to mention that P’'yongyang’s geomantic
features were as close to ideal as one could
expect, that its strategic location was supe-
rior to that of Kacgyong (hence Kaegyong's
sacking) and that it was the former capital
of Tongmyong-wang HBIE, the mythical
founder of Koguryo. The rebellion of 1135
(also known mistakenly as Myoch'ong's #
ii7 rebellion) was the most ambitious and de-
structive in the Western Capital, aimed /over
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circumstances and the ideological currents of the early eleventh century,
and the Western Capital was of great importance for Hydnjong, but the
same may be said for T’aejo. Thus, while the possibility that this injunc-
tion derives from T'aejo cannot be excluded, plausible arguments can
be adduced that the fifth injunction was of even more significance for
Hyonjong’s reign.

Number Six

The sixth injunction can be dated with some precision. It refers to
T’aejo’s vow to uphold Buddhist and native religious customs:

Sixth injunction: My most intense wish concerns the Lantern Festival and
the Assembly of the Eight Prohibitions. The Lantern Festival is to wor-
ship Buddha. The Assembly of the Eight Prohibitions is to worship the
spirits of heaven, the five sacred peaks, the major mountains and streams,
and the dragon god. If, at some future time, villainous courtiers propose
adding to or abolishing these festivals, it should be absolutely prohibited.
At the begining of my reign I also made an earnest oath that the days of
the festival should not coincide with days of mourning and that the ruler
and his ministers should celebrate together. This should be carried out
with reverend respect.l(’(’

The villainous courtiers from the first injunction reappear in the sixth,
here attempting to abolish the Lantern Festival and the Assembly of the
Eight Prohibitions. Buddhist rituals were extremely important in Koryo,
although relatively little information about their purpose and signifi-
cance has been transmitted.’®” The Lantern Festival was celebrated on
the birthday of the historical Buddha and seems to have been a truly
Buddhist festival, although the fact that it was often celebrated in the
Ponglin-sa Temple 78 suggests that it was also connected to royal
ancestor worship.l(’8 Despite its Buddhist name, the Assembly of the
Eight Prohibitions had emerged from several native, especially Shilla,
traditions and was dedicated to the worship of the spirits of the land, the
109 The Assembly had been performed
since the sixth century in various forms and in the Koryo period, it was

mountains and the rivers of Koryo.

intimately connected with the flower youth tradition (hwarang T£5) .17
T’aejo re-established the Assembly, perhaps with the example of Kung
Ye 2% in mind.!”! Under T’aejo, it “thus subsumed various traditions
under a very loose Buddhist framework: the Shilla hwarang tradition,
spirit worship, the tongmaeng 5 festival of Koguryo, and the worship
of merit subjects”.)”? The Assembly was abolished in 987 by Songjong,
who had experienced misgivings since witnessing it in the first year of
his reign in 981, but many officials were unhappy with this decision and
his Confucian policies in general.'’? The memorial of Yi Chibaek quoted
above clearly demonstrates the importance the Assembly and Kory®’s
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native traditions had for them. The description in the Essentials of Koryo
History of the Assembly reveals that by Songjong’s time it had become
one of Kory®’s most important state festivals and, moreover, one with
deep roots in the peninsula:

Eleventh month (918). The Assembly of the Eight Prohibitions was insti-
tuted. An official said, “Every year, in the second month of winter, the
former kings organized a grand fast of the eight commandments to pray
for blessings. I beg you to honour this institution.” The king said: “Lacking
in virtue, [ protect the great enterprise. Relying on Buddhism, the realm
can be pacified.” In the ball court a circle of lamps was made, flanked by
rows of incense burners, so that it was brightly lit at night. Two coloured
tents were erected, more than 50 feet high, and a platform constructed in
the shape of a lotus was made. It was dazzling. In front, a hundred plays,
songs and dances were performed, including the music troupe of the four
immortals, cart-ships of dragons, phoenixes, elephants and horses, and
all old stories of Shilla. All the officials paraded in full dress, carrying their
insignia. The whole capital came to look, and feasted day and night. The
king watched from the Wibongnu Pavilion & B1£."4 It was nominally
a gathering to make offerings to the Buddha and enjoy the spirits. After
this it became an annual event.!”

T’aejo clearly attached importance to this grand festival that celebrated
the peninsula’s traditions under the guise of Buddhism; great effort and
expense was involved with celebrating it both in Kaegyong, and also in
the Western Capital.”(’

Since there is little doubt that T'aejo considered the Lantern Festival
and the Assembly of the Eight Prohibitions to be of great significance for
Koryd we can conclude that he would have agreed with the contents
of the sixth injunction, however whether he wrote it is a different ques-
tion. The re-appearance of the unnamed villainous courtiers is suspect,
representing an obvious attempt to increase this injunction’s applicability
to the time in which it was “rediscovered”. More importantly, however,
T’aejo had no reason to doubt the continuation of his two favourite festi-
vals which were widely supported by his officials and by his successors.
When Songjong decided on abolition, though, he was in the minority,
obstinately implementing the policy in a drive to complete the sinifi-
cation policies of Kwangjong. Songjong may have had the support of
Ch'oe Stngno, who in his writings criticized the court’s lavish spending
on Buddhism and the costs incurred manufacturing statues and effigies
for Buddhist festivals, but no other hint of agreement was recorded in
the sources. When Hyonjong subsequently reinstated the festivals, no
disagreement was voiced. Thus, the most plausible reason why the Lan-
tern Festival and the Assembly were singled out in the sixth injunction
was that they had already been abolished in Songjong’s time against the
wishes of a majority, or at least a significant portion, of officials. Songjong
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/at overthrowing Koryd's ruling stratum by
using the Western Capital’s rich historical,
religious and symbolical heritage. See Yi
Hyeok, “Koryo ch'ogi Sogyong seryog-e
tachan il koch'al”; Kang Ogyop, “Yoch'o
Sogyongkyongyong,”; Kang Ogyop, “Koryod
shidae-ti Sogyong chedo,”; Breuker, “When
Truthls Everywhere,” ch.14; Breuker, “Land-
scape Out of Time,” pp.69-100.

163 yi Pyongdo, Koryd shidae-titi yon gu,
pp.28-30; Vermeersch, “Powerofthe Buddha,”
pp.07-71; Kang Ogyop, “Koryd Sogyong-i
p'ungsuijirijiok kochal” pp.72--80.

N Kang Ogyop, “Koryd Sogyong-li
p'ungsuijirijok koch’al” p.93.

165 Kang Ogyop, “Koryd Sogyong-li
p'ungsujirijok koch’al” p.94.

106 k52: 160, HA<E, BAFEHE, EXHE
B, WAE, PTLAEER, NRRTUERE, L
AW KNEEMD, Bt EEIEE,
PIEEELE, ERENEC, 0, MUHES,
BRF%, HEIRITZ.

167 Vermeersch, “Power of the Buddha,”
pp.75-7. For a detailed examination of the
Assembly’s Indian, Chinese, Kogurydan and
Shillan elements, see An Chiwon, Koryo-iii
lukka pulgyo tiirye-jok munbwa [The Bud-
dhistRitual Culture of the Koryo State] (Seoul:
Soul tachakkyo, 2005), pp.124-39.

168 Vermeersch, “Power of the Buddha,” p.83;

Ho Hiingshik, “Koryo sahoe-tii pulgyojok
kiban” [The Buddhist Foundation of Koryo
Societyl, in Ho Hungshik, Koryo pulgyosa
yon gu|A Study of the History of Koryo Bud-
dhism] (Seoul: Iljogak, 1986), pp.47-102. The
portrait of T"aejo was kept in the Pongtin-sa,
which suggests that the celebration of the
Lantern festival there may have encouraged
the identification of T'aejo with the histori-
cal Buddha.

Uez) Vermeersch, “Power of the Buddha,
pp.75-7.

70" Extant congratulatory texts explicitly

mention the connection with the hwarang.
See Ha Palgwan pyo in TMS 31: 15b-10a;
Palgwanson hap’yoin TMS31: 21b—23a. This
lasttext is quoted by Yilllo in his description
ofthe hwarangorigins of the Assembly in the
Pahan chip lhereafter PHC]. See PHC 3.

71 ks 14: 35b; Vermeersch, “Power of the

Buddha,” p.ge.
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72 Vermeersch, “Power of the Buddha,”
p.82.

173 K 3. 13a; KS 3: 1.

174

Accordingtothe Korydsa, this pavilion was

called Uibongnu {EBU#£. See KS 1: 14b.

75 KSC 1: 15a. Translation with slight ad-

aptations from Vermeersch, “Power of the

Buddha,” pp.77-8.

1gg Songjong abolished the Asssembly  si-

multaneously in both capitals. The annals
do not mention it, but it seems probable
that the Lantern Festival was also abolished
at this time. The section of rituals in the
Standard Koryd History mentions that both
festivals had been abolished by Songjong
and had been re-established simultaneously
by Hyonjong. See KS 3: 13a; KSC 2: 40b--41a.
See KS69: 11h.

b Songjong appears to have been a /over

Figure 22
The Western Capital FA3 or P’ydngyang on

the nineteenth-century map Yajide Hiii[E].
Source unknown

continued other Buddhist rituals; his objec-
tion to these two concerned the economic
burden imposed by them.!””

If Taejo wrote this injunction he had
remarkable foresight, but he also neglected
to warn against the abolition of other insti-
tutions and customs he valued, the Kaet'ae-
sa Temple [8483F for instance, one of his
favourite temples. Begun in 936 to com-
memorate T’aejo’s hard-fought victory over
Later Paekche & &, it continued to serve
as his personal temple until the end of the
dynasty (see Fig. 25).!7® When it was com-
pleted in 940, a large Buddhist ceremony
was held for which T’aejo wrote the con-
secration prayer.!” On days of mourning
he performed commemorative rites in the
temple and when he died, his portrait was
enshrined there together with one of his cos-
tumes and a jade girdle.'® Yet despite the obviously great importance of
the Kaet'ae-sa Temple to T'aejo and the state, it is not mentioned in the
Ten Injunctions. Similar examples are easily found. Why, for instance, do
the important Buddhist ritual categories of haenghyang 174 and toryang
#38 go unmentioned?'®! The reason the Lantern Festival and the Assem-
bly of the Eight Prohibitions were mentioned in the sixth injunction was
that they had only just been reinstated by Hyonjong at the time of its
composition—the injunction was actually warning against the repetition
of past mistakes and not “future dangers”. The Lantern Festival and the
Assembly were again held in Hyonjong’s first year of rule.'®? Earlier, when
Songjong had discontinued the performance of the two festivals, Ch'oe
Hang, who was instrumental in Hyonjong’s subsequent accession to the
throne, immediately protested in a memorial.'® This turned out to be
in vain, but as soon as his young protégé became Koryd’s ruler, both
the Lantern Festival and the Assembly were reinstated. Given Hyodnjong'’s
weak position during the early years of his reign and his indebtedness

to the experienced officials who had helped him, it is conceivable that
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the reinstatement of the two festivals was not so much an act of the king
(despite his own Buddhist proclivities), but was pushed through by the
likes of Ch'oe Hang and Yi Chibaek.

The latter part of the sixth injunction refers to the necessity of avoid-
ing celebrating the festivals on royal days of mourning, and of having
the ruler joined by his ministers in the celebration. These further instruc-
tions also reveal inconsistencies with T'aejo’s reign. The avoidance of
overlap between the festivals and memorial days for deceased royalty
has been interpreted as evidence that these festivals were not meant to
commemorate the royal kin group.m4 This analysis is valid, as long as it
is restricted to the period after the two festivals were reinstated. Before
Songjong abolished them, it would appear that deceased members of the
royal family were honoured at both festivals. In On Current Affairs Ch’oe
Stngno warned Songjong that the state spent too much time and money
on apparently random commemorations.

It has been long established at our court that commemorative rites are
performed at the prayer meetings in summer and winter and at the
memorial days for deceased kings and queens. This cannot be done
away with, however I beseech Your Majesty to reduce everything that
can be reduced and if reduction is impossible to make sure that [the
commemorative rites] are performed according to the proper season as
in the Beek ef Rites."®

Ch'oe further explained that performing excessive commemorative
rites and for the wrong spirits only did damage to their religious and
ritual value. He also objected to the “worship of the spirits of the moun-
tains and peaks and sacrifices to the constellations”, maintaining that they
injured the integrity of proper ancestral sacrifice.’®® While for T’aejo the
indiscriminate celebration of royal memorial days may only have been
a minor problem since the royal kin group was still of limited size, by
Songjong’s reign it had expanded greatly, creating the necessity for regu-
lation. This situation still pertained when Hyonjong became Kory®'s ruler
and it is at least plausible that he felt the same need to keep a check on
royal memorial days. Later rulers observed this injunction: Sonjong is on
record as postponing a festival because of a conflicting royal memorial
day™” and Munjong repeatedly postponed the celebration of a festival to
prevent it overlapping with royal memorial days.'®® The significance of the
command not to hold commemorative rites during the two festivals was
to economize on expenses: Ch'oe Stingno vividly described the lengths to
which rulers would go to honour deceased persons, having valuable effi-
gies made which afterwards were carelessly destroyed.™ It was probably
also meant to differentiate the functions of the Lantern Festival and the
Assembly of the Eight Prohibitions: from Hyonjong’s reign on, the Assem-
bly started to incorporate clear references to Kory®’s international posi-
tion."”" At the Lantern Festival, while foreign guests were entertained, the
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Figure 23
The sixth injunction.

From: Standard Koryé History

/ devout Buddhist. Ch'oe Stingno disapprov-
ingly noted the ruler’s personal participation
in several Buddhist rituals. See KS93: 15b-
19h. For a translation, see Peter Lee, Source-
book, p.239.

178 K§56: 27h-28a.

79 ks 2. 14a. The prayer text has been
recorded in the Shinjiing Tongguk ydchi
stngnam 18: 16a-b.

180 The Kaetae-sa Temple retained its strong
relationship with the founder of the dynasty
until the very end of the Koryd dynasty.
When Kongming was thinking of moving the
capital, he had prognostications performed in
the Kaetae-sa Temple in front of the portrait
of T'aejo. See KS40: 12b; KS40: 14a-b. Yi
Kyubo wrote a prayer text to be recited in
front of T'aejo’s portrait in the Kaet'ae-sa in
which he identified the faith of Koryo with
Taejo’s establishment of the Kaetae-sa
Temple. See YSCJ 38: Gh-7a.
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18! Whenthe capital was relocated to Kanghwa
under pressure of Mongol invasions, care was
taken to duplicate the mostimportant temples
at Kanghwa, enabling ritual and religious
court life to continue. Private houses were
given temple names, so that the dynasty’s
most important festivals also could continue
to be held according to precedent. The four
rituals singled out for special treatment had
been celebrated continuously since the be-
ginning of the dynasty, with the exception
of the short period in which the Assembly
and Lantern Festival had been abolished.
The other two rituals were the punhyang
or haenghyang and the teryang rituals. See
KS 23: 271>-28a.

82 kS 4: 6, K5169: T1a; KSC3: 3:la; KSC 32b-3a.
183 K593: 30b. KSC3:

184 1o Hungshik, “Koryo sahoe,” pp.47-102.
185 K593 19D,

186 k593: 20b.

187 k510: 2,

KSC 5: 44b—45a. When Injong died in
the second month of the year, when ideally
the Yondtinghoe should have been held,

the festival was also postponed. See KSC
10: 33b.

189 ks 93: 15b-19bh. See translation in Peter
Lee, Sourcehook, p.290-1.

188

199 Okamura Shuji, “Korai ni okeru Hachikan'e
teki chitsujé to kokusai kankyo” [The World
Order According to the Pralkwanhoe and
International Relations in Koryol, Chésen
shi kenkyitkai ronhunshii [Collected Essays
of the Research Association of Korean His-
toryl16 (1979): pp. 71-100.

ez Vermeersch, “Power of the Buddha,”
p.83.

192 ks3: 13a.

193 K$.96: 261-27a; KS 63: 23b

94 ks pomnye: la=b; KS69: 1a-33b.

195 This is also evinced by the growth of
administrative posts in the Western Capital
under Hyonjong. Arecord number of sixteen
appointments during his reign have survived
in the sources. See note 157.

196 .
Both instances have been recorded.
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emphasis was much more on the domestic situation and the Koryo royal
family.*”! Finally, it should not be forgotten that Hyonjong considered
these festivals to be of vital importance to the dynasty. While his personal
commitment to the memory of his parents (who had never been on the
throne) was great, he kept the commemorative rites in the Hyonhwa-sa
Temple separate from the rituals of the state. The injunction that “the days
of the festival should not coincide with days of mourning” might thus be
explained by Hyonjong wanting to keep the memory of his parents unsul-
lied by worries of the state.

The festivals were originally celebrated in both Kaegyong and
P'yongyang, and when Songjong abolished them, he did so in both capitals
at once.’? A memorial from Myongjong's 8852 reign (1131-1170-1197-
1202) reveals why the festivals were celebrated in both capitals and why
ruler and ministers should be together. According to this memorial, T’aejo
had customarily sent his ministers to the Western Capital to represent
him and perform the rituals belonging to the festivals in his place.'®? This
explains why the section on rituals in the Standard Koryd History details
what should happen if the ruler himself does not perform the ceremony,
when according to the Standard Koryd Historys introductory remarks
(pomnye JL{4), the ruler should always perform the ritual himself,'** By
deputising his ministers to perform the ritual while he celebrated it in
parallel in the capital, T’aejo at once emphasized the importance of both
Kaegyong and of P'ydongyang. Given his continuing interest in the Western
Capital, it is therefore unlikely that T’aejo would have left instructions to
discontinue this practice. However if, as [ concluded earlier, the Western
Capital was also of great importance to Hydnjong, how can this injunc-
tion be explained as a product of the latter reign? Hyonjong needed to
be seen in the Western Capital, to keep a weather eye on it, and to be
able to control it, to bolster his fragile legitimacy.'?> Kory®’s most power-
ful military commanders came from the Western Capital and, as [ discuss
below, Hyonjong neglected the Koryd military at his cost. As a part of his
policy to maintain intimate ties with P'yongyang, he went there himself to
celebrate the rituals associated with these important festivals and did not
delegate as T’aejo had done. His successors, who were not plagued by
issues of doubtful legitimacy, seem to have alternated between celebrating
these rituals themselves in the Western Capital and sending their ministers
to do so on their behalf.1% Both festivals were extremely important for
the legitimacy of the ruler and the ruling house. Hyonjong’s hold on the
throne was weaker than T'aejo’s had been and sharing the prestige and
significance of the Lantern Festival and the Assembly of the Eight Prohibi-
tions with his ministers was not something he could afford to do.

Thus, while the sixth injunction might at first sight make sense in the
context of T'agjo’s policies, (even if the reappearance of the villainous
courtiers raises suspicions), further consideration reveals that it cannot
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Figure 24

WR\ ¥

The Main Hall KB

of the Sudok-sa &=
temple complex,

the oldest existing Koryd
Buddhist building.
Photograph by author

have derived from T’aejo’s reign. The first part appears to warn against
future abuses but actually deals with the past, and the second—forbid-
ding the overlapping of the two festivals with royal memorial days and
ordering the collective celebration by ruler and minister—explicitly refers
to circumstances under Hyonjong.

Number Seven

Number seven is a very general injunction, counselling the ruler to
govern wisely and justly, by referring to classical Chinese ideas and exam-
ples. It reads as follows:

Seventh injunction: It is very difficult for the king to win over the hearts
of his officials and the people. If you want to win over their hearts, the
essence simply lies in heeding sincere remonstrance and keeping a dis-
tance from slanderous gossip. If you accept sincere remonstrance, you
will be like a sagacious ruler. Slanderous gossip is sweet as honey, but
if you do not believe it, it will cease of its own accord. If you use the
people’s labour at appropriate times, lighten the corvée duty, lower the
taxes and know the difficulties of agricultural production, you will natu-
rally win over the people’s hearts, the state will become prosperous and
the people will be comfortable. The ancients said that a fish will certainly
hang under a tempting bait; an able general will certainly be found under
a generous reward; a bird will certainly not dare to fly under a drawn
bow; and there will certainly be good subjects under a virtuous and
benevolent ruler. If you administer rewards and punishments moderately,
the interplay of yin and yang will certainly be harmonious.'”’

In contrast to the first six injunctions, the seventh seems completely
general. It does not refer to Kory® or the Three Han and it does not men-

197 k$2.: 16a-b. The original textisasfollows:

HtA, AR BERZL, SR, G5,
FAERRRRMNT, R, #BFWE T
{5, I E AL, RIERLARS, S,
ZEH AABRL, BER%, SAR %
T, L% BEHZF, LURK, ®
B2k, LHER, #I2T, LHRR H
ek, QRIS
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Figure 25

Three Kory®d period Buddhist
statues at the Kaetae-sa F4E3F
temple complex.

Photograph by author

198 k§ 3. 33b-34a.

199 K §96: 26h-29h.

200 ' 2 Ga=7h. A translation can be found in

Peter Lee, Sourcebook, pp.161-063.

200 This was the customary explanation of

Kwangjong's terrible purges, originating with
ChvoeStngno. See K§93: 15h-19b. Foratrans-
lation, see Peter Lee, Sourcebook, p.239.
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tion specific problems the Koryo ruler may confront. However, despite its
generality, connections can be made with other Koryo sources; an edict
by Mokchong of 1002 expressing the same ideas to those in this injunc-
tion uses identical words to describe a fish hanging under a tempting bait,
with a slightly different version of the image of an able general serving
when a generous reward is available.'”® A detailed proposal submitted to
Songjong by Kim Shimon (?-1018) also includes the same metaphors and
ideas.'” The philosophy expressed in these documents is classically Con-
fucian: it is well-considered, balanced and as much applicable in Kory®
as in China, Japan or Vietnam. Neither is it unique to this period: T'aejo’s
edict issued at Yesan-jin i |LI$H Garrison in 934 expressses much the
same ideas.?” Overall, the tone of this injunction is reminiscent of Ch'oe
Stingno’s writings on proper policy.

The particular instructions in this injunction may perhaps be linked to
particular occurrences in Koryd. The warning against believing slander
brings Kwangjong to mind, who was said to have believed slanderous
rumours and consequently killed countless people in his purges.?®! The
reference to corvée duty might also suggest Kwangjong, who was warned
by Ch’oe Stingno against exhausting the people by having them build tem-
ples and monasteries. The same criticism, however, was also made with
regard to Songjong. In an edict of 1002 Mokchong actually apologizes for
the suffering he caused the people by imposing strenuous corvée duties.
To complicate matters further, the injunction also has several points in
common with the experiences of Hyonjong when in 1011 he fled south
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and had to deal with distrusting and unruly soldiers and
officials, as noted above. In addition, in an edict in honour
of the soldiers who had died defending Kory® against
the Khitan, Hyonjong guiltily admits to having listened
to flattery and slander, instead of to the remonstrance of
upright officials, %2
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Thus, far from dating this injunction, these possible
connections serve to underline two points: the first is the
injunction’s general nature, the second the continued pres-
ence and currency of these ideas and of the metaphors in
which they were cloaked. This injunction, then, may date
from T’aejo’s time. In that case, however, Ch’oe Stingno,
Kim Shimon and Mokchong referred to it silently or else
simply tapped into the same set of ideas and metaphors
T'aejo had used when writing his testament. On the other
hand, it may have been written later, with the examples
of Kwangjong and Songjong in mind, incorporating
metaphors originally used by Ch'oe and Kim. The fact
that Kim Shimon was assistant supervising state historian
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under Ch'oe Hang when Kory®d’s historical annals were
recompiled lends credence to this assumption but is
insufficient to settle the question.’”® It may be noted in
passing that Kim Shimoén also encouraged the reading
of Against Luxurious Ease (Muil p’'ydon/Chin. wuyi bian
IR, which is also advocated in the tenth injunction.
Kim wrote his proposals to Séngjong in a conscious
attempt to emulate the Duke of Zhou, who submitted
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Against Luxurious Ease to his nephew, King Cheng. It

is also noteworthy that Songjong praised Kim Shimon’s

suggestions and promised to adhere to them, but did not refer to the
injunctions or to T’aej().204 Yet another hint that this injunction dates from
Hyonjong’s reign is connected to Hyonjong's ignominious flight south
in 1010. When faced with treason and unrest the royal party fled, and
his trusted minister Chi Ch'aemun advised him to act like T’aejo when
he had unified the Three Han, holding out the prospect of rewards
to everyone who helped the king.zos If the injunction dates from
Hyonjong’s reign, it was probably written with the trauma of his flight
in mind: it certainly provided a fine lesson in how to reward and punish
people as he immediately felt the consequences of his actions.

Any definitive conclusion concerning the dating of the seventh injunc-
tion is impossible due to its generality. It may date from the beginning of
the Koryo dynasty, but it may also come from the early eleventh century,
and indeed this latter date is perhaps the more likely. The most important
characteristic of the seventh injunction is that it represents an ideal of clas-
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Figure 26
The seventh injunction.
From: Standard Koryé History
202 ks 4 Bab.

203 k54150
204 K$.96: 26h-29b.
205 k$94: 25h-26a.
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206 Imanishi, “Korai Daisho,” pp.25-0.

207 sl KA . »
Imanishi, “Korai Daisho,” p.30.

288 This type of analysis was prevalent in

the works of historians belonging to the
Committee for the Compilation of Korean
History ( Chasenshi henshiikai S 2 4R E W),
a Japanese academic association sponsored
by the Government General (Ch ‘ongdokpii
Jap.: Sotokufu #EEER) in colonial Korea. Its
membersconsisted of mainly Japanese acad-
emicians and some Korean scholars.

209 kg 2. 16b. The original text reads as fol-
lows: E/\H, HIBLAE, 2L, (Lt
5, WHBHEE, ML, B TINEBA, 28
W, E TR, 18, 15 REE, Qi
ALBIK, Stach OMEdl, AHYE
B0, TREERER, SRR, SR
Hht, B EE, AL, DRCEE, VLE
IR, MHRE, NEEEMH R

210

All studies until Yi Chaebom’s article of
1997 assumed thatthe eighth injunction was
aimed at a large part of the south-western
part of the Korean peninsula, if not the entire
south-west.

2 . - .
211 This has been argued by Kim Kaptong in

a reconsideration of the injunctions. While
Lagree with his reinterpretation of the area
that is referred to in the eighth injunction,
[ disagree with his conclusion that accord-
ingly the injunctions are authentic. See Kim
Kaptong, “Wang Kon-ti ‘hunyo shipcho’
chaehaesok,” pp.262-03.

212 Choe Stingno is very clear on this. Ac-
cording to him, Taejo was enthusiastically
welcomed by the people of Later Paekche.
Traejo immediately took measures to ensure
the safety and well-being of his new subjects.
See Yi Kibaek, Choe Stingno, p.30.

1 !
2is According to Hugh Kang, the reason

that Prince Mu was chosen by Taejo to
be his successor had been determined by
the background of his mother, who was
a member of the O lineage of Naju. This
lineage had accumulated wealth and power
based onits naval activities. Mu was chosen,
Kang argues, because of the importance
of the maritime interests for the young
dynasty and the necessity to accommodate
the strategic Naju region within Koryd's
power structure. Kang also draws
attention to the fact that Pak Surhui, Mu’s
guardian, also came from a maritime/over
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sical government current in the early Koryd dynasty and was as valid in
the eleventh century as it was in the tenth.

Number Eight

The eighth injunction is concerned with the territory south of the
Kongju River ZAJP7L#+ and the “treacherous and disharmonious” nature
of both the terrain and its inhabitants. It has been the most debated injunc-
tion and it was the focus of Imanishi RyQ’s argument that the injunctions
as a whole were a forgexy.m(’ [ argue that while his conclusion that this
injunction was not written by T'aejo was correct, Imanishi’s argumenta-
tion was biased and lacked conviction. Pointing out that many of T’aejo’s
closest comrades as well as one of his favourite wives came from this
region, Imanishi concluded that Ch'oe Hang and Ch'oe Chean, (whom
he held responsible for forging the injunctions) were descendants of old
Shilla nobility from Kyongju and thus ipso facto detested anyone from the
former territories of Later Paekche.?”” Apart from its relevance to politi-
cal agendas of his own times, this kind of reasoning is also ahistorical,
clearly involving a retroprojection of contemporary issues onto the past
(see Fig. 28). Imanishi’'s analysis aimed at establishing a fundamental lack
of unity and continuity in Korean history, emphasizing that people from
Kyongju necessarily must detest those from Later Paekche. This implicitly
confirmed the popular Japanese notion that Korea had never been truly
unified, lacking the “national essence” (kokutai [Ef) that supposedly
made Japan unique.?® Indeed, one of the reasons why the debate on the
authenticity of the injunctions has focused so much on the eighth injunc-
tion is precisely because of the possibilities it offers for interpretation in
the context of twentieth- and twenty-first century Korea and, as a result,
it has been consistently overemphasized. If, however, one examines this
injunction in the context of early Koryo, it loses the ambiguity that made
it such an attractive target for Imanishi. The injunction reads as follows:

Eighth injunction: The shape of the mountains and the propensity of the
earth of the territory south of the Clvahyon Ridge #I8 LI # and beyond
the Kongju River all tend to be treacherous; the hearts of its inhabitants
follow these properties. Thus, if people from those towns and counties
are allowed to participate in the affairs of state, to intermarry with the
royal family, aristocracy and royal relatives, and to take the power of
the state, they will either throw it into disorder or transgress against the
royal carriage and instigate a rebellion since they resent the unification.
Furthermore, those who have been government slaves, worked at forts,
postal stations, and other dishonourable trades often surrender to the
powerful in order to change their social class and evade prescribed
duties. There will also surely be others who will attach themselves to
the royal family, the aristocracy, to palaces or to the monasteries. It will
certainly be the case that, speaking treacherously and craftily, they will
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then abuse their authority and create disorder in government,
going so far as to bring about political disaster. Even if they
have the status of free commoners, they must not be admitted
into government service or put to work.?"’

At first sight the contents of this injunction confirm Imanishi’s
conclusion that Koryd was plagued by severe regional schism
(see Fig. 29). Many interpretations of the eighth injunction have
regarded it as referring to the southern part of the peninsula: the
“territory south of the Ch'ahyon Ridge and beyond the Kongju
River” has been identified with present Cholla Province in the

south-west of Korea, even extending to the south of Ch’'ungch’ong
Province.?'% Recent research, however, has convincingly shown
that this identification is wrong because it does not adequately
take into account contemporary geographical names and admin-
istrative units. Whether or not the injunction is authentic, it cer-
tainly does not refer to the entire south-western region of the
peninsula, but to the immediate area south of the Kongju River:
Kongju, Chonju 4N and Nonsan af(11.*'! The area under con-
sideration, then, is much more limited than Imanishi argued and,
accordingly, most of his arguments lose their validity. T'aejo had
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a power base in Naju Z&/I|, a large and important city to the
south of Chonju: he had enjoyed popular support there,?!? he
had married a Naju woman who became the mother of his suc-
cessor,”!? many of his closest comrades—as well as Toson him-
self—were from the south-west, and later rulers continuously
employed ministers from the south-west. These points all evapo-
rate as objections to the genuineness of the eighth injunction. l
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This is corroborated by the fact that Pak Som #ME who warned
Hyonjong not to stay in Chonju during his flight south and who
was later generously rewarded by him was a native from Naju, suggesting
that the distrust of Hyonjong and his party was aimed specifically at Chonju
and not at the south-west in general.

The situation was similar for Hyonjong, among whose high officials
were natives from the south-west (there is no evidence that institutional
measures were in place to obstruct the careers of bureaucrats from this
region)‘214 One of his wives also came from the south-west.?'> In short,
there is nothing to indicate that people from the south-west were targets
of discrimination during the early Koryd period. Later writings by officials
stationed in Kongju or Chonju confirm this. Despite the fact that it was
well known that Chonju was the former capital of Later Paekche and that
its inhabitants were apt to persist in their old ways, the region is never
described as treacherous. Writing in the early thirteenth century, Im Ch’un
MAE (dates unkown) described Kongju in some detail, paying due atten-
tion to its geomantic characteristics and is positive about the land and its

Figure 27

The eighth injunction.
From: Standard Korys History

/background. See H.W. Kang, “The First
Succession Struggle,” pp.411-28.

ik Kang Ogyop, “Koryo shidae-ti Sogyong
chedo,” p.112.

215 Kks88: 160,
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iy Kongju tongjonggi in TMS 65 21b-23a.

217 yi5 Mosogi 5 in TMS 60: 25b—26h,

218 Nambaeng worilgi in TMS 60: 6b—13a
The rooms in which Podok reportedly had
flown there and in which Wonhyo had lived
(Wonhyo-bang) were still to be admired on
the grounds of Kyongbok-sa.

219 The Three Han (Samban =) were
together seen as Koryd's historical predeces-
sors. The historical states of Chinhan f&#,
Pyonhan ## and Mahan H# were often
also identified with the later Three Kingdoms
of Shilla, Paekche and Kogury®. Samhan was
in fact the most commonly used domestic
term for Koryo, its people and its territory.
See Breuker, “The One in Three, the Three in
One: The Koryo Three Han As a Pre-Modern
Nation,” Journal of Innerand East Asian
Histery 2.2 (2000): 143-08.

220 cpy nghiing taehwaom Pogwang-sa ki in
™S 70: 16a-17h.

221 Chonju Kwanp'ungnu ki in TMS 71:
26h-29a
222

This statement should be qualified to the
extent thatthelastpartofthe eighthinjunction
wasreferred to once. This reference, however,
ignored the first part of the injunction warning
against the landscape near Kongju. Instead it
was used in the context of the inheritance of
slave status. See KS 85: 43b--44a.

223 Gee note 14.

224 Shin himself was a native of this region.

He came from Koksong &, a town close
to Chonju.

225 For a list of Taejo’s sethacks, frustrations
and defeats connected to Later Paekche and
in particular to this region, see Yi Chaebom,
“Koryd Toaejo-ti hunyo shipcho-e taehan
chaegomt'o,” pp.95-100; Shin Hoch'ol, “Ko-
ryo T'aejo-ti HuPaekche yumin chongchaek-
kwa ‘hunyo chep’alcho’,” pp.141--43.

220 Kim Sanggi, “Koryo Taejo kon'guk-kwa

kyongnyun,” pp.60-83.

227 v Pyongdo, Koryo shidae-iii yon gu,

pp.04-0.

228 Mun Kyonghyon, Koryo Taejo-tii Hu
Samguk rongil yon'gu, ch.6; Yi Chaebom,
“Koryd Traejo-ti hunyo shipcho-e taehan
chaegomto,” pp.108-5. Shin Hoch'ol disa-
grees with this view, but has conveniently
summarized the concrete measures /over
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people, not once referring to its supposed treacherous and disharmoni-
ous nature.?'® vi Kyubo “### (1168-1241) was posted in Chonju as its
magistrate, and although he admitted that its people were hard to govern
properly, he recognized its historical importance as the old capital of Later
Packche.?'” It was also where the monk Podok ¥ had magically flown
to when he left behind the doomed Koguryo, as well as being the home of
the famous Shilla priest Wonhyo JolE (617-6806). The independent nature
of its people, which made them on the one hand impervious to the whip
and on the other hand lazy when indulged, was not much of a problem for
an able magistrate who alternated between strictness and indulgence.?!®
The idea that this region was of historical significance to Kory®, rather than
being a danger, was also expressed by the late Koryo scholar Yi Kok Z5%%
(1298-1351), who devoted two different essays to it. One concerned the
reconstruction of a Later Paekche temple complex, arguing that it should
be rebuilt because it was a part of the Three Han®'? and because it had
been a place where the dharma had been preached.?” In the other he
recounted how, as a Koryo official, he had to tell the people of Chonju of
their glorious past as capital of Later Paekche.??! Thus, there is no indi-
cation that this region was thought of as dangerous or treacherous and,
in fact, not once during the whole of the Koryd dynasty was the eighth
injunction ever invoked.??? In a sense, it was Imanishi Ry who rescued
the eighth injunction from obscurity. Before him, only Yi Ik seems to have
been interested enough to pay attention to it, and then only to decisively
refute its contents.*?® Yi IK’s interest in the eighth injunction, furthermore,
was simply based on the coincidence that the Choson royal family origi-
nally came from Chonju and had nothing to do with Koryo.

Imanishi’s arguments may be invalid and beside the point, but this does
not mean that T’aejo actually wrote the eighth injunction. Taejo fought
many battles with Later Paekche in and around the area encompassing
the “territory south of the Ch’ahyon Ridge and beyond the Kongju River”.
He was severely defeated twice, only escaping with his life because his
trusted comrade-in-arms Shin Sunggyom HI5Hk (7—927) sacrificed him-
self. 2% The defection to Later Packche of fortress commanders in the
region only strengthened his distrust. According to the argument of those
opposing Imanishi, these experiences made T'aejo detest the region with

such vehemence that he singled it out in his injunctions.**>

A number of counterarguments to this position have been raised: it has
been suggested that the eighth injunction can safely be ignored, because
of its divergence from contemporary p()licies.ZZ(’ It has also been sug-
gested that T'aejo did not necessarily do what he said. These points are
unconvincing and too general to carry the weight of the argument.”?” On
the other hand, it is true that T’aejo could not afford to discriminate against
this region, especially not at the beginning of his reign when the power
of local families was still something to be reckoned with.?® Taejo could
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not afford to estrange the notable families in Chonju, Kongsan and Nonsan
and neither he nor his successors did so. The influential statesman Yu
Panghon #1£5E (944-1009) served with distinction and reached the apex
of Koryd bureaucracy; the fact that he was a Chonju native never worked
against him.?%” His father, too, was apparently not obstructed in his career;
he passed the local state examinations, served as a censor during T'aejo’s
lifetime and became famous as a scholar.??’ Importantly, Yu's ancestors
had been loyal to Later Packche before surrendering to T’aejo but despite
this family history, he became one of the great officials of early Koryo.
Perhaps Yu Panghon was so immensely talented that he was forgiven for
coming from Chonju, however the evidence is against this. In 990 Song-
jong issued an edict on the need to practice filial piety, citing a number
of families who had excelled in showing this cardinal virtue. The top two
families came from Chonju and paragons of filial piety were certainly not
accused of treacherous and disharmonious behaviour. 2! The contents of
the eighth injunction, then, even if limited to the area of Kongju, Chonju
and Nonsan, do not correspond to T'aejo’s policies or beliefs and, indeed,
contradict them. Accordingly, it is highly implausible to suppose that it
was written by him.%?

This incompatibility of the eighth injunction with tenth- (and, indeed)
eleventh-century policies establishes that it was not a product of T’aejo’s
time. To understand it, we must, again, shift our attention to Hyonjong’s
reign, whose personal experiences it reflects. When a Liao army invaded
Kory® in 1010 on the pretence of avenging the murder of Mokchong, Hyo-
njong had to flee the capital, which was subsequently pillaged and burnt
to the ground by the Liao army. Hyonjong, on the throne for less than a
year, fled southwards but his flight seemed doomed from the start: angry
soldiers attacked the royal carriage, one of Hyonjong's wives was preg-
nant, his retinue was too small to afford him real protection and most of his
officials had abandoned him. There was a constant—and plausible—fear
of being betrayed and when the royal party arrived in Ch'anghwa-hyon
E1{LE on the way south, local officials attacked them for reasons that are
obscure, although it is clear that Hyonjong had been recognized. A rumour
that Koryo general Ha Kongjin had defected to the Liao and was now in
pursuit of the Kory® king caused the majority of officials and servants to
abandon the royal retinue. At night, there were more attacks, with the
party, led by Chi Chaemun #%53¢, a loyal military commander who had
proved himself in the battle with the Liao in the north, now seriously weak-
ened. Chi managed to lead the king and his two wives away from danger
and into relative safety at the Tobong-sa Temple #& % 3F and to reinforce
the party with twenty more soldiers. They then set out for Chonju. On the
way there, they lost track of Hyonjong's queens, but managed to relocate
them. Finding it difficult to fend off attacks with the two queens present,
Hyonjong wanted to send them home to their respective families but
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Figure 28

Imanishi Ryt. Photographic
collection, National Institute
of Korean History Archives

/Taejo took in order to pacify the recently
conquered area, such as the preferential
treatment of Pak Yonggyu, T'aejo’s marriages
with local women and the opportunities of-
fered to the sons of the powerful clans. See
Shin Hoch'ol, “Koryo T'aejo-ui Hu Paekche
yumin chongeh’aek-kwa ‘hunyo che8cho’,”
pp.144-45.

229 yy Panghon myojimyong n KMC16--18:
1-38.
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Recent research has offered creative solu-
tionsto the problematiceighthinjunction; the
common denominator in most cases is the
attempt to preserve both the authenticity of
the injunctions as T'aejo’s testament and the
negation of its discriminatory nature. One
such solution (Shin Hoch'al, “Koryd T"aejo-ti
Hu Paekche yumin chongch'aek-kwa ‘hunyo
che8cho’)” p.146-52) achieves an uneasy
balance between literal acceptance and
radical reinterpretation of the injunction. In a
belaboured way, that itself does not seem to
suit the straightforward and simple style/over

Yu Panghon myojimyong in KMC 10:

232



/of the injunctions, this argument holds thatit
does not actually refer to persons who might
become a danger to the dynasty by “participat-
ing in the affairs of state, intermarrying with
the royal family, aristocracy and royal rela-
tives, and taking the power of the state”, but
on the contrary to the many refugees the war
had left behind in the area mentioned in the
injunction. By interpreting it in this manner,
the problem of the absence of significant
discrimination of the region in question is not
only circumvented, but also made completely
insignificant to the issue at hand. According
to the argument, the injunction is in fact a
warning for the future against these people
taking power, not particularly aimed at one
region, but merely taking the many refugees in
the area as one example, This reinterpretation
is so “free”, that it virtually loses any connec-
tion with the original text: the same argument
could be applied to any number of historical
texts, without obtaining significantly different
results. Apart from the fact that it takes the
warning in the injunction seriously, instead
of distrusting it, the argument is not based on
sound interpretation. Rather, itis an attempt to
finda way of preserving the authenticity of the
injunctions and simultaneously getting rid of
the potentially divisive message of the eighth
injunction. In this, it is certainly not alone. An
earlier study (Yi Chaebom, “Koryd T'aejo-li
hunyo shipcho-e tachan chaegomt'o”) also
tried to circumvent this problem by suggest-
ing, on the basis of rather dubious philology,
that the area under consideration should be
drastically limited and that, when certain
specific conditions concerning the locality
and the eligibility of historical figures to be
included in the survey were met, Taejo had
actually discriminated against a very small area.
In any case, the area was much smaller than
the entire south-west of the peninsula and did
not, as such, exercise much influence upon
the fundamental unity of the historic Korean
state. A much earlier historian (Kim Sanggi,
“Koryo Taejo kon'guk-kwa kyongnyun™) was
more rigorous in his conclusions, concluding
that the eighth injunction did not correspond
to contemporary policies and circumstances,
stating that the injunctions left by T'aejo bore
little relation to contemporary reality and thus
were of little historical significance. Another
study (Yi Pyongdo, Koryo shidae-iti yon gu)
was similar in approach, also attempting/over

REMCO BREUKER

Chi prevented him from doing so, arguing that the king must be seen as
steadfast and loyal at all times and especially in such a desperate situation.
Hyonjong then decided to send only his pregnant wife home to her family.
They encountered continuous difficulties in securing fresh horses and food
since all the postal station employees had fled from their posts.

Just before reaching Chonju, only lavishly distributed rewards and
promotions kept a band of disgruntled soldiers from attacking the royal
party at another postal station. Real trouble, however, only started at
Chonju. At the advice of Pak Som, Hyonjong declined an invitation by
the military governor of Chonju, Cho Yonggyom #%¥5k, to spend the
night in the city. Ostensibly, Hydnjong listened to Pak’s counsel that since
T’aejo had not liked Chonju, Hydnjong also should keep his distance, but
it seems much more likely that Cho Yonggyom’s welcome of the young
and insecure monarch had been an act of intimidation. Cho had not even
taken the trouble to dress up properly, but was wearing his daily attire
when he welcomed the king. The party decided to spend the night at a
postal station near Chonju. That night they were attacked by Cho Yong-
gyom and his followers. Chi Ch’'aemun once more saved the day by bar-
ricading the doors and causing confusion among the attackers. Leaving
the next morning, the royal party managed to reach Naju, which was safe
territory. Hyonjong was so jittery by then that when he heard that a Liao
army was on its way, he wanted to leave in the middle of the night. Again,
Chi strongly advised his monarch not to panic, while he investigated the
rumour. As it turned out, Liao had retreated and Chi had saved Hyonjong

from yet another ignominious nocturnal flight

The only bright spot in Hyonjong’s flight south was that he managed
to gain three more wives. The only time on his journey that he had been
received cordially had been when he was received by Kim Unbu 8%{#, a
centrally appointed official stationed in Kongju at the time. Hyonjong was
so impressed by Kim's warm welcome both times the royal party passed
through Kongju that he married his eldest daughter. Later he would marry
two other daughters of Kim, making Kim Unbu the maternal grandfather

of three future monarchs: Tokchong, Chongjong and Munjong.‘z“)’4

On the flight south, Hyonjong panicked when his inexperience was
exposed and when he met real hostility from his subjects, often subor-
dinate officials, postal station workers and foot soldiers; in other words,
the hoi polloi mentioned in the eighth injunction. Local officials attacked
him in Chonju: Military Governor Cho Yonggyom, Deputy Director of the
Royal Domestic Service B4 ¥ Yu Stinggon HI{%E, Transport Com-
missioner #3#{# Vi Chae Z44&f, Military Inspector #4&{# Ch'oe Chiip
18, as well as Chvoe Songti #k# and Im T'ak H &, whose offices
have not been recorded. It is no coincidence that the eighth injunction
specifically mentions attacks on the royal carriage, a symbol for the ruler.



Figure 29

The discriminated region according to Imanishi and others.

Map by author
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Figure 30
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The area mentioned in the eighth injunction according to

recent research. Map by author

/torescue the authenticity of the eighthinjunc-
tion by concluding that the injunctions were
real, but that a man’s words and actions do not
necessarily have to correspond. Yet another
interpretation (H6 Chunggwon, “Koryo ch'ogi
yugyojok chongel’i sasang-tii hyongsong
kwajong”) has suggested that the eighth in-
junction was meant by Taejo to consolidate
the differences between the social classes in
Koryo society, but it is not clear why he would
have limited this to Later Paekche's capital.

Historians who try to preserve the authenticity
of T'aejo’s injunctions find the eighth injunction
problematic. To date, only one Korean historian
has concluded that some of the injunctions
could not have been written by Taejo (Mun
Kyonghyon, see above note 18). See Yi Chae-
bom, “Koryo Taejo-ti hunyo shipcho-¢ tachan
chaegomto,” pp.83-108; Kim Sanggi, “Kory®
Traejo kon'guk-kwa kyongnyun,” pp.60-83; Yi
Pyongdo, Koryashidae-tii yon gu, pp.64--6; HO
Chunggwon, “Koryod ch'ogi yugyojok chongeh'i

sasang-Ui hyongsong kwajong,” pp.137-38;
Mun Kyonghyon, Koryo T aejo-iii Hu Samguk
tongil yon gu, pp.310-20.

233 The biography of Chi Ch'aemun recounts
the story of the flight in detail. The entries
in the annals for the reign of Hyonjong are
limited to matter-of-fact statements regarding
the places the king passed through. See KS
94: 21-28a; KS 4: 6h-7h.

B4 K5 94:300-31a: KS88: 13h-14b: KS 88: 15b.
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235 k594: 28a.

236 gg 125: 2b. This is remarkable since Pak

Som had not distinguished himself in de-
fending the fortification under his command
against Liao, abandoning the fortress while
other commanders defended their positions.
See KS 4: 6a. An edict by Chrungson-wang
HEE (1275-1325, reigned in 1298 and
from 1308 to 1313) mentions the ministers
that accompanied Hyonjong on his journey
south along with the meritorious subjects who
helped T"aejo unify the peninsula, indicating
the great significance of Hyonjong’s flight
south for later generations. By continuously
rewarding the descendants of Hyonjong'sloyal
officials, the ignominious flight wasturnedinto
a victory for Koryo. See KS 75: 31a=h.

237 K §56: 26b. Hyonjong abolished the post
of military governorin all provinces, although
this was not accompanied by the establish-
ment of a lower rank in the other provinces.
See KS306: 1a.

238 Mentioned last in Hyonjong's biography,
she was the daughter of a certain Honorary
Palace Transmitter (Naegiipsa tongjong
e [RIE) Pak Ongi AMNEE, about whom
nothing else is known, and bore Hyonjong
a daughter called Aji. Aji, who never was
made a princess, married Chong Minsang 3
FH, about whom nothing is known. Judg-
ing from his title of Acting Lesser Headman
(kamgyo sogam fE# /AR, he was of local
gentry descent. Komgyo was an honorary
title for sons of local gentry without any real
appointments, suggesting thatAji was not the
most desirable of royal daughters. See KS88:
16a; KS91: 22a.
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It also refers to the ruler’s need for physical safety away from his court
on tour and the requirement to suppress elements that might regard royal
authority too lightly and take advantage of its weaknesses. The flight south
was a defining moment in Hyonjong’s career, showing emphatically that
loyalty must be rewarded and treason punished. The incident with the
disgruntled soldiers showed this, but it is more clearly reflected in the way
Hyonjong rewarded those few officials who had stayed with him through
thick and thin. Chi Ch'aemun was rewarded and received a promotion; his
loyalty and steadfastness were remembered when Tokchong, Hyonjong’s
son and successor, ascended the throne and had him recorded in the
register of meritorious subjects for his actions during the flight south.?*>
Pak Som was also handsomely rewarded. The biography of his great-
grandson Pak Sungjung £FFH still mentions his ancestor’s merits on
the flight south, for which the slightly euphemistic term namhbaeng FE{T
(literally “a southern progress”, sometimes more specifically a “royal tour
of the south”) was used.?3 Pak, like Chi, received the title of “meritorious
subject who accompanied the king on his southern travels” (Namhbaeng
hojong kongshinrd =Bt E). Others who were rewarded included Chu
Cho, Pak Chlungsuk #MEHL, Chang Yonu RZE4, Ch'ae Ch'ungsun, Yu
Chong il and Kim Ungin % f&{". The most lavish reward, perhaps,
went to Kim Unbu, who became royal father-in-law and later maternal
grandfather when Hyonjong married his three daughters, the first out of
gratitude. Apparently, Hyonjong was deeply touched by the cordiality Kim
had awarded him in an otherwise hostile environment.

These rewards were matched with punishments. Cho Yonggyom and
his accomplices were banished to remote places for their failed attack
attempt on the king’s life after the Liao armies had retreated and Hyonjong
once again had the reigns of the government firmly in his hands. In addi-
tion, in his third year on the throne, Hydnjong abolished the post of military
governor in Chonju and Kongju—he had, after all, been confronted with
Military Governor Cho Yonggyom’s actions directly—replacing it with the
much lower and less powerful rank of prefecture supervisor.2’Demoting
the administrative status of a region was a time-honoured way of punish-
ing it for disloyalty or treason.

The first part of the injunction warns of accepting traitors at the court
and even in the royal family. People like Cho Yonggyom, whose pre-
cise background is unknown, would have been included in this as they
held central appointments (military governors were appointed from the
capital). Why the injunction should also warn of intermarriage with the
royal family is not as clear; it may be connected to one of Hyonjong's sec-
ondary wives, who came from Chonju, about whom the sources remain
completely silent.?*® However, the reference to Later Packche shows that
in Hyonjong's time there was still some fear at the Koryo court that the
integration of Chonju and Kongju had not been completely successful:
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until the end of the Koryo dynasty, they would
be identified with Later Paekche, although in a
slightly nostalgic manner from the twelfth cen-
tury on. The last part of the injunction warning
against the low-born, incited by slander, join-
ing up with the more powerful, directly reflects
Hyonjong's own experiences. The slander may
have referred to Hyonjong’s tarnished descent
or the way he became Kory®6 ruler, but he was
certainly pursued, harassed and attacked by
common soldiers and postal station workers,
led by officials such as Cho Yonggyom.

The nightmare of his flight south stayed
with Hyonjong for the rest of his life and con-
vinced him of the need to encourage loyalty
and discourage treason with rewards and pun- 2
ishments. The fact that he created a new class z
of meritorious subjects for those officials who
had not abandoned him, married the daughter
of the one man who had treated him well and
demoted Chonju and Kongju after his return
to the capital clearly indicate how strongly he
felt. The lessons derived from these experi-
ences were passed on to his successors: one
of Tokchong's first acts was to confirm Chi
Ch’aemun’s status as meritorious subject on
the strength of his actions during the nam-
haeng, and the exploits of Pak Som were still

o Capital/

beneficial to his great-grandson. This suggests
the legendary status the flight south came to
acquire, probably in tandem with the heroic resistance seen against Liao
during Hyonjong’s reign. Despite the fact that officials from Kongju and
Chonju did not lose their appointments at court (provided that they had
been loyal), Hyonjong came to distrust the region deeply, as it was where
the worst moments of his reign took place.

We should note that the eighth injunction does not, in fact, refer to
national dangers; instead its viewpoint is local and it displays a keen fear
of disturbances, incited by slander, at that level. While, on a national level,
a slave or a postal worker would not pose any danger, even when a mob
was involved, for a young ruler who inherited the throne in suspicious
circumstances, on the run from a powerful enemy, suspicious of the loy-
alty of his men and accompanied only by a small group of soldiers and
officials, they could be very dangerous indeed. This fear of local violence
also points at somebody other than T’aejo who had, after all, spent most

Figure 31

Hyonjong’s southern progress.
Map by author
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of his life putting down local resistance in some form or other,
as author of this injunction. The nineteen-year-old ruler Hyo-
njong, who had been on the throne for just one year and had
previously only experienced life as a monk, was not, however,
adept at handling such situations.

The only question remaining, then, is why the eighth injunc-
tion’s condemnation of the territory south of the Kongju River
was clothed in geomantic terms since there was general agree-
ment amongst the commentators that the geomantic qualities of

'f'g‘ i this area were not advantageous.?” According to Yi Pydngdo,

T'aejo did not mean to suppress the people of the area, but
rather its disharmonious geomantic features. This argument is
not sustainable on two grounds. First, it is implausible that
Taejo would have used an injunction to remedy or remove

sophisticated means of adjusting geomantic imbalance. Kae-
gyong, after all, was hardly a place with outstanding geomantic
features, yet it was able to remain Kory®’s capital by having
its deficiencies remedied by the Western Capital and later the
Southern Capital, as well as by the sophisticated construction of

‘ the area’s disharmonious features as he had access to far more

temples and monasteries at places that could harm the dynasty’s
geomantic health. Secondly, apart from this single injunction,
the territory south of the Kongju River was not associated with
geomantic disharmony for the rest of the Koryo dynasty. Later
administrators may have complained about the stubborn nature
of the people, but not of their innate treachery or disharmony,
nor that of the terrain. This leads to the conclusion that while

Figure 32

The ninth injunction.
From: Standard Koryé History

the territory may have lent itself to unfavourable geomantic
interpretation, it was not necessarily the case. The use of a
geomantic argument in this injunction, then, was less occasioned by real
geomantic deficiencies than by the cogency of geomantic rhetoric in gen-
eral, especially with regard to an area that may have been suspect or not
clearly positive in geomantic terms.

A recent analysis of the eighth injunction concluded that the principles
used to establish that Chonju and its surroundings were treacherous and
disharmonious would have yielded similar results if applied to Kaegy()ng.%’o
This study concluded that Koryd geomancy relied on various contradic-
tory principles, making a logical consideration of Koryd geomancy next
to impossil)le.241 However, Koryd geomancy had clearly established its
viability in that society and despite the fact that it may have relied on con-
tradictory principles, this meant that in general the relation between input
and output, between terrain and geomantic suitability, was not arbitrelry.242
In the case of the eighth injunction, though, this does, in fact, appear to be
the case and thus, it has been proposed that T’aejo simply used geomancy



FORGING THE TRUTH

here as a convenient mode of argument, his real reasons for ostracizing
Chonju and surroundings being political.245 However, having established
that T’aejo did not compose this injunction, the argument can be trans-
ferred to Hyonjong without difficulty. The geomantic reasoning is purely
for legitimation; its internal logic does not withstand scrutiny and, perhaps
more importantly, contemporaries clearly did not attach any significance to
it. To put it briefly, the geomantic argument was little more than rhetoric,
widely understood and accordingly very persuasive, to give the contents
of the eighth injunction legitimacy and urgency.

In general, the eighth injunction only became important after the Koryo
period. Koryd documents show that it was never referred to or imple-
mented. What this injunction actually shows is Hyonjong’s anger at his
ignominious flight south. Only when it became a useful tool to reinforce
the idea that Korea had historically always been a fundamentally divided
country (a state, perhaps, but not a nation), did the eighth injunction gain
in significance and prominence. Only in the context of regional tensions in
twentieth-century Korea and of Japanese academic efforts to utilize these
tensions to strengthen the legitimacy of the annexation does the study of
the eighth injunction make sense. In the context of Koryd, other than as
the distillate of one ruler’s traumatic experiences, it does not.

Number Nine

The ninth injunction is very general, like the seventh. It reads as follows:

Ninth injunction: The salaries and allowances for the aristocracy and the
bureaucracy have been set according to the size of the state. They should
not be increased or diminished. Furthermore, the classics say that salaries
and allowances should be determined by the merits of those who receive
them and government appointments should not be made on the basis of
personal preferences. If those without merit or one’s relatives or friends
are undeservedly given salaries, not only will the people come to resent
and criticize such abuses, but those who enjoy salaries undeservedly will
also not be able to enjoy them for long. You should strictly forbid this.
Since our country shares borders with strong and evil states, you should
never forget the danger they pose, even in peaceful times. Treat the sol-
diers kindly and take good care of them, relieve them of their burden of
forced labour; inspect them every autumn; give honours and promotions
to the brave who stand out from the mass,***

The advice contained in this injunction is general and sound, but it was
occasioned by a very particular situation. Before investigating the immedi-
ate reasons why the ninth injunction was rendered as it was, however, the
reasons why it does not date from T’aejo’s reign must be adduced.

First, the prohibition to increase or diminish salaries and allowances is
suspect. In organizing the Koryo state, Taejo devised a provisional system
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29 vi Pyongdo, Koryo shidae-iii yon gu,
p.56; Shin Hoch'ol, “Koryo Taejo-ui
Hu Paekche yumin chongch’aek-kwa
‘hunyo che8cho’,” p.145; Yi Chaebom,
“Koryd T aejo-ti hunyo shipcho-e tachan
chaegomt’o,” pp.83-108.

240 Hong Stinggi, “Koryo ch'ogi chongehi-
wa p'ungsu chiri” [Politics and Geomancy
in Early Koryol, in Koryo Taejo-tii kukka
unyong, pp.424-54.

24l Hong Stinggi, “Koryo chogi chongclvi-wa
p’ungsu chiri,” pp.426-34.

232 See, forinstance, the casesof the Western
Capital and Kaegyong. Although flexibility
existed in geomantic interpretation, contem-
porary analyses of the two Koryo capitals
was not arbitrary; they merely differed.

& Hong Stinggi, “Koryo chvogi chongch'i-wa
p’ungsu chiri,” pp.444-51.

234 K§ 2. 16b-17a. The original text is as

follows: HLH, ERRHEZ 3R, $HEX/D,

DASSER, Anlisginl, B8z, LUEHIRE,
B, BLMIA, RSB, EX
Rk, AL PR, BA, FTBREE
TER%, I, MLSREZ B, 130, %1
efE, EAE, CHINGENM, B ER, B

FRIR, BB, FEE N
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245y Chehyon added a commentary to the
introduction of the chonshigwa, in which
he commended Kyongjong for establishing
the new system, mentioning that Taejo’s
provisional system was not good enough.
It was, however, as good as could be ex-
pected from a young dynasty that was still
developing effective ways of administrating
the country. See KS2: 33b; KS78: 0b. There
has been extensive research on Thaejo’s
allocation and distribution of salaries and
allowances. A good discussion is provided
by Kim Yongdu. He concludes that despite
Taejo’s prolonged efforts to introduce an
efficient system, the yokpunjen system never
functioned properly: T'aejo’s successorsmade
great efforts to create new and more effec-
tive measures. This resulted in considerable
political unrest during the reigns of Hyejong
and Kyongjong. See Kim Yongdu, “Koryo
Traejodae-ti yokpunjon” [Meritorial Service
Lands Grants under Koryd T'aejol, in Koryo
T aejo-tii kukka wnyong, pp.322--02.

26 g 2. 33b. KSC 2: 14a-b. The classic
study on the Koryo land system is still Kang
Chinchv'ol, Kaejong Koryd t'oji chedo yon gu
[Revised Study of the Koryo Land System]
(Seoul: ljogak, 1996), which has been revised
numerous times, this being the most recent
version. For a useful overview of different
opinions, see Yu Hantaek, “Chonshigwa
chieje-eso sajon-tisongkyok” [The Character
of Private Land underthe Field and Woodland
Rank Systeml, in Han guk chon giindaesa-
ii chuyo chaengtchom [Important Debates
in Korean Pre-Modern Historyl, ed. Yoksa
pip’yong p'yonjip wiwonhoe (Seoul: Yoksa
pipyongsa, 2002), pp.151--606.

247 K$78: 6a-13; KSC 2: 60a.

248 yi Kibaek, Ch'oe Siingno, p.76.

249 In these two years a long wall was com-
pleted which stretched from the north-west
to the north-east. See KSC 4: Sa.

250 k5 82: 30a-32a; KSC4: 5a.
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according to which officials and soldiers were rewarded in proportion to
their loyalty to T'aejo. The salaries and allowances distributed according
to this system were not fixed, but dependent of the recipient’s standing
with the ruler. As T'aejo himself probably knew, this ad hoc system was
not adequate to administer all salaries and allowances distributed by the
state.?%5 A major revision came in 976, when Kyongjong established the
Field and Woodland Rank System, that for the first time officially fixed the
salaries of officials by granting them the prebendal rights to plots of culti-
vated land.?*® The system initiated by Kyongjong went through a number
of far-reaching changes during the reigns of Songjong and Mokcllong.247
After these changes, although the system was adapted in minor ways
numerous times, its fundamentals were in place. The history of the salary
system of early Kory®, then, makes it implausible that T’aejo could have
written this part of the injunction. There was no fixed system for salary
distribution during his reign. The earliest date for such a system is 970.

A second indication is furnished by the warning not to neglect the bor-
ders and the border garrison soldiers. During the reign of T’aejo, border
defences were not static. The first point of Ch'oe Stngno’'s On Current
Affairs deals with this problem: according to him it was advisable to use
indigenous frontier people to man the future garrisons that would guard
the border.?*® In his advice to Songjong, Ch'oe explicitly referred to Koryo
guarding the borders by rotating the standing armies, alternating frontier
duty between them. Despite the continuous harassments of Jurchen bands,
there was no savage country bordering Koryd—Liao did not constitute
a dangerous presence at Koryd's borders in this period. Koryd did not
face any immediate threats to its security and no static frontier defence
had been established. The second part of the injunction refers to garrison
soldiers who bore the brunt of frontier defences. Garrisons and a static
border defence were finally completed only during the first two years
of the reign of Tokchong, Hyonjong’s successor, after decades of fron-
tier fortification.?*” Expenditure on wages for frontier soldiers increased
enormously during the reigns of Songjong, Hyonjong and Tokchong due
to the destructive Liao invasions and continuing tension at the frontier. It
was only during the eleventh century that it became necessary to maintain
permanent garrisons.>>’

Thus, the circumstances of T°aejo’s reign make it unlikely he wrote the
ninth injunction. It begins as a general warning against the abuse of state
resources and nepotism, but ends with a warning to guard the frontiers
and treat the frontier soldiers well. The reign of Hydnjong provides an inci-
dent that explains why these quite different topics have been addressed
in the one injunction.

Hyonjong’s reign was a period of invasions, repulsion of those inva-
sions and of the consolidation of the Koryo state after domestic upheavals
that could have ended the dynasty. In 1014, three years after the Liao inva-
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sions and Hyonjong’s flight south, a military rebellion broke out, decribed
in the biography of Hwangbo Yuti, one of the senior statesmen who had
helped Hyonjong ascend the throne:?>!

After the war of 1010, military expenses were increased, which caused
shortages in the salaries for the officials. Consequently, Hwangbo Yuti
conferred with Security Council member Chang Yonu. They decided
to repossess the lands awarded to soldiers now serving in the capital
[because of their merits at guarding the frontier] and use the revenue from
those lands to pay the officials. The military officials were disgruntled and
annoyed with this. Supreme General Ch'oe Chil had given meritorious
service at the border and perfomed in several military posts, but he failed
to become a civil official. As a result, he was always dissatisfied. Finally
he conspired with Supreme Generals Kim Hun, Pak Song, Yi Hyop, Yi
Sang, Yi Som, Sok Panghyon, Ch'ae Kajong, Kon Mun and Im Maeng.
Stirring up the anger of the soldiers by using the theft of their lands as an
excuse, they led several armies into rebellion. Clamouring, the soldiers
entered the royal palace. They tied up Hwangbo Yutii and Chang Yonu
and gave them a whipping that nearly killed them. They then went to the
ruler’s quarters and said to him: “That Hwangbo and others have stolen
our lands was not for the benefit of the state but for private gain. It is
like cutting off a toe, so the shoe will fit, but what about the body? Now
your soldiers are enraged and can no longer bear the abuse. The situa-
tion is critical, so we beg you to get rid of those who harm the country
and put our minds at ease.” The king could hardly ignore the wishes of
the crowd and removed Hwangbo and Chang from the list of officials
and banished them.??

Kim Hun and the other military officials had fought at the northern
frontier, where they had distinguished themselves.?>? It was customary for
soldiers who had excelled on garrison duty in the north to be transferred
to the capital guards after a number of years.?>® In this case, however, their
sacrifices at the border had not been properly rewarded, the most impor-
tant reason being the inherent imbalance in the stipend system, which
made sure that civil officials were considerably better paid than military
officials.?>> Even generals, grand generals and supreme generals like Choe
Chil were structurally underpaid and his ambition to become a civil official
had gone unfulfilled. Hwangbo Yuti's act of dishonesty was the proverbial
last straw. The military took over and one of the first acts of Kim Hun,
who quickly emerged as the new leader, was to abolish the censorate
and replace it with a new bureau which included a stipend commissioner
(120ksm) >° The military coup lasted less than a year. In the following year
Wang Kado led a party of advocates of civil rule and murdered Kim Hun
and nineteen others at a banquet in the Western Capital—the forces from
the Western Capital once more coming to Hydnjong’s rescue. >’ Hwangbo
and Chang were subsequently recalled from exile and reinstated in the
bureaucracy (see Fig. 33).
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31 K§ 4 17a-b; KSC & 24a-b.
252 k5 94: 14b-15b. Also see KSC 3: 24ab.
23 K594: 16a.
254 Most biographies and appointments of
generals of one of the capital guards confirm
this. See for example, Ch'oe Hongiii yang
Kiimowi sangjanggun sop hyongbu sangso
pur’yun [Refusal of the Request of Ch'oe
Hongli to become Supreme General of the
Golden Bird Division of the Capital Garrison
and Temporary Minister of the Ministry of
Punishments], in 7MS 30: 13a; Yu Stngdan,
Cho Ingol yang choch’ong taebu Kiimowi
daejanggun pur'yun pidap [Refusal of the
Request of Cho In'gol to Receive a Civilian
Prestige Title and Become Grand General
of the Golden Bird Division of the Capital
Garrisonl], in 7MS 25: 15b-16b.

57)e preferential treatment of civil officials
over military officials was one of the salient
characteristics of the Field and Woodland
Rank System.

56 K§76: 21a-b; KSC 4: 24b.

257 K$4: 18a. This time it was completely
planned. According to his biography, Wang
Kadohad spent significant time in the Western
Capital when he was younger and had man-
agedto gain the trust of the people. After the
military coup, Hyonjong appointed him in
the Western Capital, giving him the necessary
time to prepare everything to eliminate the
military leaders as easily as possible. Wang
Kado’s original family name was Yi, but
Hyonjong expressed his gratitude at Wang's
exploit by bestowing the royal surname on
him. See KS94: 34a-b, KSC 3: 56a.
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258 K§81: 4a-11a. A decree from 1016 reads
as follows: “If a soldier should die while on
active duty guarding the frontiers, the state
will provide the necessary items to wash
and clothe the body and send the remains to
the soldier’s home. If he has died in strange
territory and his name and place of origin
is not known, he will be buried temporarily
by the local government office concerned.
His age and his physical appearance must
be recorded, so that there need not be any
worry lest he be mistaken forsomeone clse.”
See KS 3: 16a-h.

29 K §82: 30b-31h.
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The episode shows how vital it was for the state to keep the military
satisfied. After the Liao invasions, military expenses had risen steeply, but
apparently little of those funds ended up with the soldiers who actually
stood guard in the garrisons and who fought the battles. One of the things
they could expect was to be awarded a plot of land for services rendered
after their return from the frontier. When this was taken away from them,
revoltbroke out. The Kory6 state needed a strong military to guard against
Liao invasions—and when one came in 1018 the army was ready because
Hyonjong had taken care to build up the army’s strength by rewarding it
appropriately. Secondly, a strong army was required as the state and its
ruler were personally vulnerable if the capital guards rebelled. Kim Hun
met an untimely death, but the lessons of the coup were not forgotten
by Hyonjong. After things had returned to normal, Hyonjong visited his
armies on a regular basis and held frequent inspections during which he
rewarded brave soldiers, gave gifts to parents, wives and children of sol-
diers and showed his concern. Welfare policies such as releasing soldiers
with parents over eighty from active duty were implemented. Hydnjong’s
active and visible involvement with the military was continued by Tok-
chong, Chonjong and Munjong.?>® Hyonjong also invested heavily in the
construction of fortresses and garrison towns, having several defensive

fortifications and strongholds built during each year of his reign.?>

Thus the ninth injunction could not have been written by T’aejo as
it does not correspond to the circumstances in the first half of the tenth
century. Rather, it was occasioned by the military revolt of Kim Hun,
who was supported by aggrieved soldiers who had fought on Koryd's
northern frontiers for years on end. In the tenth century Tacjo had kept
the borders safe with ad hoc rotation of his armies, but from the reign of
Hyonjong on, a static border defence was implemented, at much greater
expense. After the military coup of 1014, however, this was not paid for
by the soldiers themselves. Hyonjong became a monarch who actively
and visibly invested in the military, and the success of his policies after
1014 was reflected in Kang Kamch'an’s resounding defeat of the invading
Liao armies in 1018. It was further confirmed by the completion of static
border defences in 1032, the second year of Tokchong’s reign. The ninth
injunction, then, is a reflection of the situation and needs of Hyonjong's
reign, stressing the importance of a strong and motivated military and a
warning against the consequences of mistreating soldiers.

Number Ten

The tenth injunction is probably the least debated of the Ten Injunc-
tions and like the seventh and the ninth, it also is of a general nature. It
reads as follows:
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Tenth injunction: In preserving a household or a state, one should always
be on one’s guard, even if one has no immediate worries. Read widely
in the classics and in history; take the past as a warning for the present.
The Duke of Zhou J&7Zy was a great sage, yet he sought to admonish his
nephew King Cheng W\ F, with Against Luxurious Ease. Draw a diagram
of Against Luxurious Ease, post it on the wall and reflect upon it when
entering and leaving the room. 2%

The contents of this injunction amounted to common sense in medieval
East Asia but there is one vital clue that allows some confidence concerning
its dating. Against Luxurious Ease is a concise exposition on the proper

Confucian way of governing a country and is included in the Book of

Documents. It had long been known in Kory®, and was used as a text to
instruct the ruler early in the dynasty: Kim Shimon had urged Songjong to
read it in the policy proposals he submitted and Songjong was glad to take

201 However, the practice of explaining Against Luxurious Ease

note of it.
in the form of a diagram, seems to have become popular only during the
reign of Song emperor Renzong (r. 1022-63).%%% The Song scholar Sun Shi
#idd is usually credited with inventing the diagram of Against Luxurious
Ease but according to the Old History of the Tang, Tang emperor Xuan-
zong Z7 (r. 712-50) was given a diagram of it some three hundred years

earlier.%

If this record is reliable Taejo could have known of the dia-
gram but the Old History of the Tang was only compiled in 945, two years
after his death. Given that the Tang had fallen early in the tenth century,
and that Koryo was relatively isolated with regard to non-mainstream Chi-
nese culture during T'aejo’s reign, it is highly improbable that Xuanzong’s
alleged diagram somehow found its way to T’aejo. The Old History of the
Tang was widely read in Koryo but only from the reign of Hyodnjong or
Tokchong. It was first printed during the reign of Chongjong in 1042 and
started being referred to during Munjong’s reign.Z(’4 It is more plausible,
then, to accept the Song example as the decisive influence, especially if the
way the diagram was used in that dynasty is taken into the account. Song
emperor Renzong had two screens adorned with it made and placed in
new audience halls. According to the Standard Jin History, the Jin dynasty
also knew the diagram of Against Luxurious Ease through Song envoys,
suggesting that such diagrammatic explanation was a well-known device in
Song China and easily exported—the diagram was customarily calligraphed
on folding screens and they made excellent, as well as easily portable,
gilfts.%s The diagram also became known in Koryd on folding screens. In
1103, academician and noted calligrapher Hong Kwan ## (>~1126) wrote
it on one to be placed behind the throne of the ruler in the main audience
hall. 2% Not long after, the ruler commanded Yun Kwan FH (»-1111) to
give a lecture on it in the palace, which was followed by a discussion of
its contents. %’ Early thirteenth-century poet Kim Yanggyong also wrote a

poem about calligraphing Against Luxurious Ease on a folding screen. 2%
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200 g6 2 17, This is the original text: H+-
B, BB 5, MR, A, Ehas,
R RE, #h—RK EHEE WEER, &
ANE4. Strangely, all translators of the tenth
injunction, irrespective of the language into
which they translate it, seem to have missed
the fact that it refers to a diagram and not a
written or printed full text.

261 §596: 261-29b

2tz Songshi{Standard Song History] [hereafter
SS] R 431: 9b-17a, esp. 431: 15b; 5329
14b; Jinshi [Standard Jin History] 89: 3a.
263_/1‘11 Tangshu [Old History of the Tang]119:
9a. The diagram is not mentioned again in
Chinese dynastic histories until 1035. Given
the fact that Chinese historians also credited
the Song scholar with inventing the diagram,
the gift of diagram to the Tang emperor ap-
pears to heave been an isolated episode.

264 g§6: 25h; KS7: 25b; KS7: 38b.
z“.lz‘nsbi 89: 3a.

206 612 20

267 k§12: 26b-27a. During the reign of Injong,

Yun Kwan's son Yun @ni was ordered by
the monarch to participate in a discussion on
Against Luxurious Ease. See KS 10: 2a-h.

208 401619; 4h,



62

269 ks 2. 12a-b. The works mentioned are
Instructions on Policy (Chonggye Ba), a
short work in one fascicle and the longer
Text to Instruct All Officials (Kyebaengnyoso
FERE) in eight fascicles. In 1131, Injong
ordered his officials to copy the last work,
keep it at their houses and use it to instruct
their children and grandchildren. See K$ 16
15b. The fact, however, that Kim Shimon
did not refer to these works by T'aejo while
mentioning a Tang example called the
Instructions for All Officials Bailiaojie
) creates a suspicion that the works ascribed
to T'aejo might have been forgeries. See KS
9%: 26b-29b.
270 Vermeersch, “Representation of the
Ruler”.
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It is reasonable to assume that Kory®d came to know Against Luxurious
Ease in diagram form through Song envoys sometime during the reign of
Renzong. Even if the Old History of the Tang introduced the diagram into
Koryo, this would have happened after the death of T'aejo and, in any
case, the Tang history does not indicate what the diagram looked like.
Given the similarity between the ways Koryo and Song used the diagram,
the many, though unofficial, contacts between them in the early eleventh
century, the popularity of the diagram in the Song, and the prestige of Song
learning, it is safe to assume that the diagram of Against Luxurious Ease
came to Koryo through the Song. This makes it possible to date the tenth
injunction to the reign of Hydnjong or perhaps to that of Tokchong.

Notable Absences in the Ten Injunctions

This analysis of the Ten Injunctions makes it clear that they are a for-
gery from the reign of Hydnjong. However, one possibility that cannot be
excluded is that they were based on original but no longer extant instruc-
tions from T’aejo. The Standard Koryd History mentions two writings by
T'aejo: one contdining instructions for his officials, the other probably an
outline on proper govern1nent.269 At least one of these was said to have
survived the burning of the capital and may very well have been used as
a starting point to write the Ten Injunctions. Even if the Ten Injunctions
was based upon now lost instructions by T’aejo, this does not constitute
evidence that they are not products of Hydnjong’s reign. They fit the cir-
cumstances of the first half of the eleventh century and provide solutions
for eleventh century problems.

In this monograph, the injunctions have been consistently analysed
for what they contain but a brief consideration of what does not appear,
and what might reasonably have been expected to be present had Taejo
been the author, is instructive. Why, for instance, is Toson prominently
mentioned, when there is no contemporary evidence to connect Toson
and T’aejo? This is particularly puzzling given the number of monks who
did play active roles as advisers to T'aejo and who go completely unmen-
tioned, despite the presence of a considerable amount of contemporary
evidence as to their influence.?’® In addition, as mentioned above, the
absence of references to important temple complexes such as the Kaetae-
sa is also perplexing. And if the injunctions were in fact warnings against
what might happen in the distant future, why did T'aejo neglect to point
out the dangers that the powerful merit subjects posed? Although history
has enshrined T'aejo as the man who established Kory®, he certainly did
not do this on his own, and his reign was characterized by struggles with
his old comrades-in-arms. For several decades the power of the Koryo
ruler was to a large extent shared with men who had helped found the
state and defeat its enemies. At best he was the first among equals and
at worst a plaything of the new aristocracy formed by the old generals
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and their families. As such, although officially held in high esteem as so-
called merit subjects, the very people who had helped T'aejo unify the
peninsula posed the gravest dangers to his immediate successors—not
the savage countries in the north or disgruntled south-westerners.?’! It
took Kwangjong’s ruthless purges of the aristocracy to break their influ-
ence. It is hardly conceivable that T'aejo would not have warned against
the danger the merit subjects posed, since he had been exposed to it on
a daily basis. On the other hand, why do the merit subjects receive no
positive mention in the injunctions since without them T’aejo would not
have succeeded in unifying the peninsula? Ch’oe Stingno, after all, singled
out the very costly practice of making effigies of merit subjects during
festivities in his criticism of Koryd’s festivals, indicating that their worship
was an important and expensive element of Kory®'s ritual calendar. These
are glaring absences in a document that purports to be the testament of
Taejo Wang Kon.

The Men Behind the Myth

Two questions remain that may best be answered together: what was
the motive for the forgery of the Ten Injunctions as a coherent text (rather
than each individual injunction) and who were the forgers? Although it is
not possible to offer a definitive answer to these questions, the circum-
stantial evidence in one direction is strong.

Let us first try to determine the identity of the forger or forgers. The
provenance of the text offers a good clue. Ch’oe Chean, grandson of Ch'oe
Stingno, discovered the injunctions in the house of Ch'oe Hang, famous
statesman, scholar, historian and Buddhist believer. As has been demon-
strated above, Ch'oe Hang’s ideas on the importance of Buddhist festivals
are reflected in the injunctions, as are his ideas about Confucian king-
ship, legitimate succession to the throne and ruling a country in general.
The ideas of Kim Shimdén, a contemporary of Ch'oe Hang and assistant
supervising state historian for the compilation of Koryd’s historical annals,
are also clearly reflected in the Ten Injunctions. Kim Shimon submitted
several proposals to Songjong, the contents of which are reminiscent of
some of the injunctions. He used the same metaphors, expressed the same
ideas and consciously followed the example of Against Luxurious Ease.
The same can be said of Hwang Churyang; his outburst against the legal
emancipation of Jurchen tribesmen closely corresponds to the vehement
description of the Khitan in the fourth injunction.

The composition of the Ten Injunctions is inextricably tied up with
the recompilation of Koryd’s historical annals after the burning of the
capital in 1011. The scholars and officials responsible for interviewing
old people, collecting everything that had survived the burning of the

03

My, Kang, “The First Succession Strug-
gle,” pp.411-28.
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Figure 33

The northern frontier under
Hy®njong and his successors.
Map by author
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capital and compiling the annals are the prime suspects for the forgery
of T’aejo’s last instructions. The analysis of the injunctions has shown the
involvement of the same loyal and trustworthy ministers that Hydnjong
had gathered around him time and again. Ch’oe Hang and Kim Shimon
belonged to the older generation and were seasoned statesmen who had
served during several reigns. Ch’oe Hang’s disciples also belonged to this
inner circle of confidants: Hwang Churyang and Ch’oe Chean had passed
the state examinations under Ch’oe Hang and the bond between examiner
and examinees was traditionally strong. Yun Chinggo and Chu Cho should
perhaps also be added to the inner circle as they undoubtedly belonged to
the same group, but the sources contain too little data to make it possible to
determine to what extent they were involved with the others. Ch'oe Ch'ung
is another dubious case: he was clearly associated with those mentioned
above, although he seems to have had a lesser involvment. These are the
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people to whom we should direct our attention. They compiled the
historical annals, were involved in events connected to the injunctions
and were confidants of Hydnjong. Ch'oe Hang and Yun Chinggo had
been trusted, for instance, with the excavation and transfer of the coffin
of Hyonjong’s father Wang Uk (later styled Anjong). The same people
also had the means to forge the Ten Injunctions. They were among the
most gifted scholars of their day and had access to all historical materials;
materials to which even the ruler himself had limited access. Arguably,
these scholars “knew” T’aejo better than his own grandson did or could
as they had compiled his now no longer extant Veritable Records. They
even had access to the printing facilities and scriptorium in Ch’oe Hang’s
residence.?’? And they were staunch supporters of Hydnjong, waging
battles for his legitimacy on his behalf.

Given their advanced age at the time of the forgery, it could be that
neither Ch'oe Hang nor Kim Shimon was involved in the physical forging
of the Ten Injunctions, although the intimate connections between them
and Ch’oe Chean and the others, as well as the clear presence of their
ideas in the injunctions, suggest that they acted as mentors to the younger
scholar-officials. There is another reason why the presence of both Ch'oe
Hang and Kim Shimon would have been of great importance. Peddling
a forgery is at best a risky affair and if the last will of a dynasty’s founder
is involved it becomes quite literally a matter of life and death. To have
the Ten Injunctions accepted as authentic, some kind of authentication
from scholars of high repute would have been necessary. Even in death,
Ch'oe Hang’s reputation was judged to be of sufficient grandeur to remove
the injunctions from suspicion. Including the record of their rediscovery
in an appendix to Ch'oe Stingno’s biography was probably motivated by
similar concerns. In Ch'oe Stingno, Ch’oe Chean had the most authorita-
tive grandfather a Koryd scholar could possibly have; the choice for him
to be the discoverer of the injunctions was probably determined by his
distinguished descent.

The rest was simple. Giving the text the linguistic and physical appear-
ance of a document from the previous century cannot have been difficult.
The forgers were historians, after all, charged, among other things, with
compiling the history of the reign of T’aejo. The language of the injunc-
tions is simple, terse, and unambiguous—very different from the flowery
style in which many royal testaments were written in Koryo. This is also an
indication that they were not written with an eye to posterity but to obtain
practical results in their own time. The provision of a convincing pedigree
was a more difficult task, but the same opportunity that made it possible to
forge the injunctions also made it possible to stage their rediscovery. The
Liao sacking of the capital provided both the reason and the opportunity
to forge the injunctions; it also made it plausible for the injunctions to be
rediscovered among documents in Ch'oe Hang’s house.
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Figure 34

The tenth injunction.
From: Standard
Koryo History
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272 1t is not recorded whether the injunc-
tions were handwritten or printed. Given
the sophistication of early Koryo printing
techniques, printing would have been
a viable option. On the other hand, the
forgers may have tried to enhance the
authenticity of their product by writing it
in a scribe’s hand.
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Figure 35

Facsimile of a Song edition of Against
Luxurious Ease and commentary.
From: Songben Shisanjing zhushu
fujiao kanji (Mowangxian guan:
Guangxu dinghai [1887])
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The most important way to assert the significance of the text was, evi-
dently, to appeal to T'aejo’s authority. As the dynasty’s sacred founder, his
authority was unchallenged and was customarily invoked when his suc-
cessors issued important edicts. His portraits in the Kaet'ae-sa Temple and
in the Pongtin-sa Temple, built especially for him, were the focal points
of a continuous cult of royal ancestor worship in Koryd. As noted above,
until the end of the Kory®d dynasty, important decisions were often taken
only after consulting auguries in the Kaet'ae-sa Temple. Especially during
Hyonjong’s reign, care was taken to honour T’aejo’s memory. During the
Liao invasions, his coffin was excavated and temporarily buried at a safe
place, so as to prevent desecration of his remains.?’> Hydnjong’s problem-
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atic legitimacy made it necessary to make an appeal to the highest politi-
cal authority possible: by passing off the injunctions as T'aejo’s last will,
Hyonjong could bypass the murder of his predecessor, and the faking of
his own death to avoid further trouble with Liao. As an able monarch sup-
ported by extremely capable ministers, Hyonjong possessed the worldly
power to issue edicts and to command their execution, however he did not
have the generation-transcending charisma needed to proclaim his ideas
about the dynasty well into the future. In other words, Hyonjong needed
the Ten Injunctions to gain nation-wide legitimacy. An incident from the
early twelfth century reveals that Hyonjong’s plan succeeded: by that time,
all officials, including petty and minor ones, knew the injunctions and, if
applicable, relied on T’aejo’s alleged authority to argue their case, in this
instance, to resist Yejong’s monetary reforms.?’*

To summarize, the Ten Injunctions was most likely forged by Ch'oe
Chean and Hwang Churyang under the supervision and authority of Ch’oe
Hang and probably Kim Shimon. Hydnjong must have known about the
forgery, and may have instigated it, but it is equally possible that one of
his most trusted ministers came up with the plan. The injunctions were
forged to give credence and authority to the course Hyonjong and his min-
isters intended for Koryo and were probably “rediscovered” towards the
end of Hydnjong’s reign. In a sense, then, the injunctions are Hyonjong'’s
testament under T’aejo’s name, as they contain his ideas for the country,
his practical guide for government. Rather than a malicious forgery, the
injunctions can be seen as an attempt to use the past creatively and to arm
Koryo against the threats that surrounded it, both domestic and interna-
tional. That T’aejo’s instructions are a forgery is not their most important
characteristic. On the contrary, the injunctions played a crucial role in the
crystallization of a distinct Kory® identity. It is now necessary to look at
them as an artefact of the eleventh century.

Forging New Truths

“If any law holds for all forgery, it is quite simply that any forger,
however deft, imprints the pattern and texture of his own period’s life,
thought, and language on the past he hopes to make seem real and
vivid."?”> Grafton's law certainly holds for the Ten Injunctions, which is
imprinted with the concerns, worries, ideas and hopes of the first half of
the eleventh century. This does not mean, however, that it only reflects the
circumstances during Hyonjong’s reign, as a strong continuity underlies
it, a necessary prerequisite for it to be accepted as authentic. The reliance
on Buddhism and on the spirits of the mountains and rivers, for instance, 273 This happened several times. See KS4:
was 4 tenet to which all Koryd rulers subscribed. Many of the injunctions — 20a-b; KS4: 29a; 31b.
clearly refer to earlier edicts, proposals, and memorials and use the same 774 K$79: 12a.

language, rely on the same metaphors and express the same ideas. In this 27> Grafton, Forgers and Critics, p.67.
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276 Chroe Kyebang myojimyong in KMC

41: 7-8

277 Chroe Kyebang myojimyong in KMC

41: 8.

278 This is also apparent from the anonymous

commenton Hyonjong’s reign in the Koryosa
choryo, which confirms that the beginning
of his reign was a period of prolonged and
serious crisis. See KSC 3: 61b 62a.

279 For a detailed exploration of Kory®'s fun-
damentally pluralist orientation, see Breuker,
“When Truth Is Everywhere”,

280 5 good example of this approach is
provided by Ho Chunggwon, “Koryo chiogi
yugyojok chongeli sasang-ti hyongsong
kwajong-e kwanhan il koch’al”. In this study,
the author isolates injunctions three, seven,
nine and ten and analyzes them against
the background of Confucian ideology in
early Kory®. By concentrating on these four
injunctions and reading the other injunctions
selectively—that is, only with regard to a
possible connection with T'aejo’s Confucian
policies—T aejo’s policies appear thoroughly
Confucian and the complex nature of the
injunctionsis effectively obscured. Proceeding
to note similarities between these injunctions
and Ch'oe Stingno'’s political philosophy,
he does not question why Ch'oe never

mentioned them.

281 Michael Oakeshott, On History and Other

Essays (Oxford: Blackwell, 1983), p.12.

282 110 Wan's HR5E interpretation of the in-
junctions was Confucian, stressing T'aejo’s
frugality and modesty. See KS98: 35b KS98:
38h. Chvoe Kiu #4748 also emphasizes the
injunctions as Confucian. Ch'oe Ch’'unghon
B RK used the injunctions to support his
own ten-point proposal by stressing the/over
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context, the injunctions functioned as T’aejo’s instructions, but also as
Hyodnjong’s vision for the dynasty.

To situate the Ten Injunctionsin its proper context, it should be remem-
bered that the reign of Hyonjong was a period of instability, of domestic
division and foreign threat when the Wang lineage could very well have
lost the throne. An epitaph from 1117 in honour of Ch'oe Kyebang, great-
grandson of Ch'oe Sawi who was a minister close to Hydnjong, describes
Hyonjong's reign as the period in which “the altars of the land and grain
gods almost went over into the hands of another family“.27(7 The epitaph
predictably credits Ch'oe Sawi with single-handedly saving the dynasty
and making sure that it was returned to its legitimate monarch Hyonjong:
“Our holy ancestor Hyonjong was able to succeed T’aejo and to transmit
his legitimate heritage to myriad generations”.?”” Hyonjong’s reign was
seen as an opportunity for the revitalisation of the dynasty, after Mok-
chong’s disruptive reign and the Liao invasions.?’® With the grandson of
T'aejo on the throne, the dynasty consciously tried to return to its roots.
The composition of the injunctions was more than a political expedient.
They forged—in both of the meanings of the word—a truth that was
desperately needed during precarious times. They should, therefore, be
understood as a creative and efficient use of Kory®’s history and traditions
to convey a contemporary message, a set of practical guideleines. Put
briefly, while the text was a forgery, the contents were not.

As noted above, the injunctions contain a pluralist message with Bud-
dhist and nativist beliefs, Confucian principles, instances of astute Real-
politik, administrative guidelines, as well as examples of intellectual and
cultural independence.?”? Typically, modern historians have singled out
those injunctions closest to their own field of specialization: Buddhologists
analyse injunctions one, two and six; scholars of nativism and shamanism
(often conflated) choose injunctions five and six; scholars concerned with
regional schism concentrate on injunction eight; specialists on Confucian-
ism focus on numbers three, seven, nine and ten.?™ This is understand-
able as the injunctions often contradict themselves on fundamental points
if taken to their logical extremes (which is to say, the extremes to which
the internal logic and the historical baggage of each injunction lead), and
any analysis that might attempt an internally coherent interpretation will
encounter many difficulties. 1t is, however, precisely in the nature of the
injunctions to allow different interpretations, depending on the standing
point of the interpreter, so long as they do not necessarily deny each other.
As Michael Oakeshott has argued:

My Venice is not your Venice, and this grove of trees, which to me now is
a shelter from the rains or a place to play hide-and-seek, to another (or to
me in different circumstances) may be a defence against soil erosion. But
there is nothing subjective or esoteric about these various understand-
ings. They may exclude one another but they do not deny one another,
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and they may be recognized by those who do not share them. Every such
object is the perception of a subject, but none is “subjective” in the sense
of being outside discourse or impervious to error. “Subjectivity” is not an
ontological Cz:lteg()ry.281

The injunctions offer a multitude of possible interpretations; depending
on the circumstances, or on the viewpoint of the interpreter, one or more
injunctions can be given precedence over the others.

It would be possible to offer an internally coherent and complete inter-
pretation of the injunctions taking, for instance, the state, or Buddhism, or
some other significant feature in the landscape of eleventh century Koryo
as the absolute principle that underlies each and every one of them. A
more popular course has been to emphasise the importance of some
injunctions and relegate the rest to the category of “skilful means”; in this
manner the injunctions can be interpreted as Buddhist, nativist, or Confu-
cian or as expedient and practical.®* However, the most popular way to
use the injunctions has been to rely on a single one, without mentioning
the others at all. Thus, for Kory® Buddhists the second injunction meant
that there were clear restrictions on the construction of temples, but for
Choson literati this injunction meant something entirely different.?*

The most important characteristic of early to middle Koryo ideology
was a tolerance of ambiguity and sufferance of contradiction, observable
in the Ten Injunctions as much as anywhere else 254 Ambiguity was pre-
served, not eradicated, producing a state in which various latent poten-
tialities co-existed. This inherent ambiguity made it possible to deal with
radical changes in the environment without having to resort to correspond-
ing changes in worldview. The injunctions laid down possible paths to
travel, but stopped short of giving directions. It was up to the interpreter
to choose which path to take and how to travel it. The pluralist worldview
enshrined in them offered the possibility of developing new interpretations
to deal with new situations, while not necessarily demanding that old ideas
were discarded. If each injunction is taken in isolation there is relatively
little ambiguity (although still sufficient to divide generations of scholars),
but if they are taken together, as they were presumably meant to be, an
entirely different picture emerges. It is no longer clear which injunction
should be awarded priority. Equally, it is impossible to establish whether
the injunctions are Buddhist, Confucian, nativist, geomantic or merely
practical. Given the proper context, a case could be made for each of these
and many more. Thus, if the injunctions are anything, they are pluralist,
tolerant of inconsistency and contradiction and open to a multitude of
interpretations. This is not to say, however, that any interpretation was per-
missible; the fourth injunction, for instance, did not allow indiscriminate
adoption of Khitan practices, but an influx of Liao achievements, which
were considered valuable, was still permitted.285 By the same token, the

69

/reforming nature both policies shared. See
KS129: 4b. Citing T'aejo's staement that he
merely used Buddhism to gain the people’s
favour(when he repliedto Cvoe Ung's £
remonstrance that he relied on Buddhism),
Pak Ch'o Mg classified the injunctions as
Confucian, stressing the second injunction
that prohibited the random construction of
temples. Needless to say, he did not quote the
first injunction that stressed the importance
of Buddhism for Kory®. See K§120: 34b-39a
(atranslation of this memorial is in Peter Lee,
Sourcebook, pp.373-77). Thus, in practice,
only the injunctions considered important
werestressed. ForCh'oe Ung's remonstrance,
see Pohan chip 1: 1a=b. A translation can be
found in Peter Lee, Sourcebook, pp.433-34.
Another instance of the reinterpretation of
the injunctions is provided by the 1129 edict
from Injong, cited above. In it, the fourth
injunction is reinterpreted as prohibiting the
adoption of barbaric Khitan customs and as
encouraging the adoption of Sinitic culture.
See KS16: 2b-3a.

283 5 revealing example of this is the inter-
pretation the Chosdn scholar Chvoe Pu cited
above in relation to the second injunction.
Writing from a non-Buddhist background,
he interpreted it as meaning “build temples”
since, from a Neo-Confucian point of view,
the second injunction indeed encouraged
the construction of temples, while from a
(lay) Buddhist point of view it restricted
their construction.

284 Breuker, “When Truth Is Everywhere”.

35 Two examples elucidate this. Yejong
tried to promote the use of coinage and was
rebuked by his officials who argued that
Koryo should follow Taejo's proscription
on Liao influence, in this case their use of
coin. According to Yejong, however, T'aejo
had only meant to proscribe those Tang and
Liao influences that were decadent, not Tang
and Liao customs in general. See K§79: 12a.
Injong, Yejong's son, proscribed what he
calledKhitan influences referring tothe fourth
injunction(seenote 103). Healso maintained
that T"aejo had promoted the acceptance of
Chinese culture in his injunctions. See KS106:
2b-3a. These examples show the interpreta-
tive flexibility the injunctions allowed and
how they stayed current, despite changing
political and social circumstances.
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Abundance: A Tale of Abstraction versus the
Richness of Being(Chicago: The University of
Chicago Press, 1999), pp.24-5, p27, p.30.

288 Feyerabend, Conguest of Abundance,

p.39 n.39, p.59.

289 g0 Barth, Ethnic Greups and Boundaries,
introduction.

20 Fora historical instead of an anthropologi-
cal exploration of this issue, see Feyerabend,
Conquest of Abundance, pp.31-3.

Paul Feyerabend, The Conquest of
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fifth injunction grants the Western Capital an important role in Koryo. It
does not, however, claim that the Western Capital should be made the
Supreme Capital. The injunctions, in short, provided its interpreters with
both guidance and leeway.

The history of divided scholarship on the Ten Injunctions in a sense
makes clear the ambiguous nature of the injunctions. In general, ambiguity
can be diminished by abstraction, but in doing so, ambiguity tends to be
replaced with crude dichotomies. Typically, scholarship on the Ten Injunc-
tions has followed this course, and the task of explanation has suffered as
a consequence. The injunctions may be incongruent and contradictory yet,
for practical purposes, they functioned well enough. A pluralist worldview
negotiates and maintains the hodgepodge of its constituent elements by
constantly defining and redefining elements that can be maintained and
those that must be discarded. Thus, as soon as it became clear that the
eighth injunction was of little practical use, it was removed as a precedent.
However, we should note that the neo-Confucian Choson intellectual Yi Ik
felt obliged to comment on this injunction when he discussed Koryo his-
tory. The implication that the Choson royal family came from a treacherous
and disharmonious territory and was itself accordingly treacherous and
disharmonious had to be refuted.?® The leeway that a Kory® scholar had
with regard to the eighth injunction was not available to a Choson scholar.
Whereas high Koryo officials from Chonju functioned very well at court
with the injunction against their employment in place, a Choson official
could not let the contents of the infamous number eight go unchallenged,
given that Chonju was the clan seat of the royal Yi family.

A pluralist worldview allows a range of potentially conflicting and con-
tradictory elements to co-exist, if the urge to abstract is suppressed. Poten-
tially conflicting elements then become an aggregate of competing ideas,
instead of radically abstracted principles in opposition to each other.?®’
Systems of thought and belief possess a minimum of shared elements that
ensure mutual commensurability, which amounts to a permitted ambigu-
ity at conceptual borders.?® Only when the boundaries that guard group
identity are forced to change, when pressure is brought to bear on them,
do these boundaries harden. At this time, one potentiality within the struc-
tural ambiguity that characterizes pluralist ideologies is then realized at
the expense of other potentialities. This boundary mechanism guards the
identity of the group.?® Thus, the core of an identity, that which makes
something itself and not something else, is located not at the centre, but at
the boundaries. The porosity of the boundaries at any given time decides
how change is accommodated. Permeable boundaries ensure adjustment
through acceptance of foreign elements; impermeable ones reject them

when the change required is too great, too radical or too sudden.®

This boundary mechanism is visible in the Ten Injunctions: for exam-
ple, the fourth injunction warning against the undue acceptance of both
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Chinese and Liao influence represents a hardening
of boundaries. During T'aejo’s reign, there was little
need for such a warning. Under Hyonjong, however,
Koryo appeared to be about to perish under the Liao
onslaught and officials were worried about the loss
of their native traditions. Thus, this injunction warned
against both dangers. The biographies of Kang Cho
and Ha Kongjin and the preferential treatment of
those who had fought against the northern enemy
reveal the same dynamic that positioned the Khitan as
the hostile other. Under pressure from Liao and Song,
a new identity emerged in Koryo. Everything was
mobilized to protect a way of life and thinking: in this
context the injunctions are revealed as an instance of
“ideology under pressure”. Thus, the injunctions did
not so much prohibit or prescribe certain courses of
action as codify the situation as it was. The injunc-
tions specify what was unique to Koryo, what has to
be done in order to protect it, and what was required
to guard the boundaries. The Ten Injunctions shows
the formation of a distinct sense of being a native of
Koryo, different from both Liao and Song. It does so
in a setting that is imbued with tradition—the injunc-
tions borrow T'aejo’s authority—and that also was
eminently suited to be used in the present—they were
forged during Hyonjong's reign. They cemented the
position of the Wang lineage (in whom the state and
the country were inextricably bound and so recently
shaken by Kim Chriyang’s attempt at usurping the
throne) as the guardians of Koryd. The injunctions set the parameters
within which Hyonjong and his ministers envisioned Koryo; they set both
the outer boundaries beyond which Koryo identity would dissolve, and
created room for manoeuvre. In other words, they display the flexibility
that characterized eleventh- and twelfth-century Koryo.

It has often been argued that Iryon's Memorabilia of the Three King-
doms (Samguk yusa Z[iH%) was responsible for the crystallization of a
Koryo identity under the pressure of defeat by the Mongol armies, but the
Ten Injunctions provides a much earlier and more convincing candidate
for this role. Like the Memorabilia, the injunctions were written in a time
of crisis but unlike it, they were a joint undertaking of several men and
reflect much more widely held ideas about Koryo. Iryon chose a history
that he found useful and meaningful, imagining Koryo as a Buddhist realm.
While it is not difficult to detect common ground between Iryon’s account
and contemporary ideas in late Koryo, Irydon was selective rather than
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Figure 36

Bronze statue of T’aejo Wang Kon
KMHFE, used in ancestral worship
ceremonies. Source unknown
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By Kyoto’s writings are representative
for this period. Apart from being a liberator
whose writings have been preserved in large
number, Yi was also an eyewitness to the
Mongol invasions and responsible for the
drafting of diplomatic documents. For several
instances of the use of “Khitan”for “Mongol”,
see Mun kwan gun yo nojonjop [On Hear-
ing that the Government Army Fought with
and Defeated the Barbarians]in Tongguk Yi
sangguk chip [Collected Works of Minister
Yi of Koreal [hereafter TYSC): 14: 13a-b;
Myohyangsan Pohyon-satangjuPirech’ana
yorae changnyuk sosang ki [On the Six
Foot Long Statue of Vairocana, the Main
Statue in the Pohyon-sa Temple on Mount
Myohyang-san| in T¥SC 24: 16b; Monggo
pyongma susa maksong chugwa sé in TYSC
28: 1b; Kukhambaeng tap Monggoso im jin
iwolin TYSC28: Sh; Munsonsa aesa[Eulogy
for Munjong] in 7¥SC 37: Sh-6b.
2 Hiatt, The Making of Medieval Forger-
ies, p.0.
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comprehensive. The ideas expressed in the injunctions, on the other hand,
were directly derived from current circumstances and contemporary ideas
and experiences. The fact that during the invasions of the late thirteenth
century, Mongols were often dubbed Khitan is also telling, revealing the
role the Khitan had come to play in Kory®’s imagination as aggressors,
as the alien power that threatened Koryd's way of life.?”! At the same
time, however, Liao also dazzled and tempted Koryo with their Buddhist
civilization, in which Koryo eagerly partook. At such times, a pluralist
outlook on the world, the ability to tolerate contradictions, is expedient,
perhaps even essential. While it is no exaggeration to state that the Khitan
became Koryd’s archetype for the barbarian other, Liao was an example
to be emulated. This contradiction was gladly accommodated in Kory®
even if, for most of the time, it was ignored. However, if circumstances
demanded it, either the barbarism of the Khitan was emphasized, or the
achievements of Liao praised.

Conclusion

The Ten Injunctions is a forgery; indeed it is probably the most
successful Korean forgery ever. However, its significance lies not so much
in the fact that it was forged but in its exemplary status as an instance of
the creative use—or perhaps, abuse—of history. The injunctions “forged”
truths, in both senses of the word by extending and exaggerating what was
considered to be true. This codification of differing, incongruent and even
contradictory ideas should not obscure the fact that the injunctions consist
of “expressions of deeply held beliefs and ideas, derived from a strong
sense of the importance of justice and tradition”.??? Their status as forgery
is inextricably tied up with the domestic and international circumstances
of the early eleventh century, when Hyonjong was fighting for his own
survival, and that of the dynasty and the state. Of illegitimate birth and
unorthodox ascension, nineteen years old and without the benefit of the
rigorous education Kory® crown princes customarily received, Hyonjong
had to save himself as well as Koryo from the invading Liao. The way in
which he succeeded in this, aided by an impressive number of capable
and loyal ministers, merited emulation. By the time Hyonjong died, the
country had been stabilized but dangers, both domestic and foreign,
had not disappeared. The Ten Injunctions was probably conceived as
Hyonjong’s testament, the distillate of his experience on the throne, but
lacking transgenerational legitimacy, it was decided that it should be passed
off as the injunctions of T’aejo. Hydnjong's most trustworthy and loyal
ministers are all implicated in some way in the forgery, but it was probably
executed by Hwang Churyang and Ch'oe Chean, while Ch'oe Hang’s role
in the background was probably also crucial. When the injunctions were
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‘rediscovered”, they came to occupy a place of distinction in Koryo’s
history, becoming the ultimate point of reference for the dynasty.

Revealed as a product of the eleventh century, the injunctions reflect
the particular circumstances of their own time, recording a most significant
development in Koryd history: the emergence of the idea that Koryo was
different from any other state, that it meant something to be a Korydin,
to be a native of Koryd. They also recorded Koryd's peculiar way of
looking at the world, tolerating inconsistencies, allowing contradictions
and preserving ambiguity. To draw strict dichotomies to characterize and
explain such subtleties is to hide the nature of the injunctions from view,
to obscure or even obliterate the subtle patternings of history in which
the injunctions have served many different causes, all the while remaining
firmly wedded to the Koryd dynasty and its ruling Wang house.
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